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Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are renowned
Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland.

Parish Priest
Fr Janusz Pawlicha
Assistant Priest
Fr Joseph Maria Buckley

PARISH INFORMATION
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PARISH OFFICE:

1-5 Chetwynd Rd,
MERRYLANDS NSW 2160
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands.
Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am - 3:30pm
Phone: 9637 2526 9637 2014
Fax: 9637 2442
Email: parish@stmm.org.au
Website: stmm.org.au

WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday:
Sunday:

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS:
Secretary: Denise Fernandes
Finance Committee: TBA

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached
Music : Kerry van der Linden
Sacraments: Fr Joseph Maria Buckley
Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082
Readers: Gwen D’Silva
Youth group:
Pauline Teen: Fr Joseph / Rita Jacobson
Legion of Mary: Merwyn D’Souza – 0478 109 569
Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170
St Vincent de Paul: 88619757

0414 268 603
*General Painting
* Wallpaper
* All repairs: Timber, gyprock, render & tiles (prior to painting)
www.gebranpainting.com.au

6:00pm Vigil

Monday: 9:15am

7:30am

Tuesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

9:00am

Wednesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

10:30am

Parish Council:
 Chair: Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE
 Secretary: TBA
Fundraising Committee:

Mike Jacobson - 0438 590 136

WEEKDAY MASSES:

6:00pm

Thursday: 9:00am
Friday: 9:00am & 7:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’
monthly intention: DECEMBER
Intention for evangelization - Catechists

Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

First Friday:

11;00am: Maltese Mass
07:00pm: Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:

Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9:30 am - 2:30pm
4th Sunday of the month: 1:00pm - 1:30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions
1st Friday of the month: approx. 8:30pm– midnight

Vespers– Sunday Evenings
5:15 pm - 5:45pm

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings
9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am

Devotions:


Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Tuesday: after morning Mass
Wednesday: 6:30pm before 7:00pm Mass
 Veneration of the Holy Face of Jesus:
Tuesday: 7:30pm - 8:30pm
 Divine Mercy Devotions
4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm, 3.00pm - Holy Mass
Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month

Reconciliation:

Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am
Sat - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm (or by appointment)
Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)

Sick Calls: 9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time

Please remember to
switch off your mobile phone

PRAYER REQUESTS

GOSPEL

Lk 3: 1 - 6

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip
O people of Sion, behold,
tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of
the Lord will come to save the nations,
Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard
God came to John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went
in the joy of your heart.
through the whole Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah: A voice cries in the wilderness; Prepare a
FIRST READING
Bar 5:1 – 9
way for the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley will be filled in,
A reading from the prophet Baruch
every mountain and hill be laid low, winding ways will be straightened
Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put on the and rough roads made smooth. And all mankind shall see the salvabeauty of the glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak of the integrity of tion of God.
God around you, put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on your
head: since God means to show your splendour to every nation un- The Gospel of the Lord.
der heaven, since the name God gives you for ever will be, ‘Peace Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
through integrity, and honour through devotedness’. Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the east: see your
sons reassembled from west and east at the command of the Holy COMMUNION ANTIPHON
One, jubilant that God has remembered them. Though they left you Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
on foot, with enemies for an escort, now God brings them back to and behold the joy which comes to you from God.
you like royal princes carried back in glory. For God has decreed the
flattening of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling of
the valleys to make the ground level so that Israel can walk in safety MEDITATION
under the glory of God. And the forests and every fragrant tree will Do you recognize the voice of the Lord speaking to you when you
provide shade for Israel at the command of God; for God will guide listen to the word of God in Scripture? Luke the evangelist tells us
Israel in joy by the light of his glory with his mercy and integrity for that the "word of God came to John in the wilderness" (Luke 3:2).
Who was John the Baptist and what is the significance of the word
escort.
which he received and delivered to the people of his day? Luke tells
The Word of the Lord.
us that John was the son of Zechariah, a priest who served in the
Thanks be to God.
temple at Jerusalem. John stood at a pivotal juncture in the history of
God's dealing with his people. He bridged the Old and New Testaments, also known as the Old and New Covenants which God made
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
his people. How can we, like John the Baptist, prepare ourselves
(R.)The Lord has done great things for us; we are with
for the coming of Jesus Christ - today and everyday and when he
filled with joy.
comes again to bring us fully into his everlasting kingdom? John the
Baptist tells us that the first step is conversion and repentance
1. When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,
(Matthew 3:2; Luke 3:7). Conversion involves receiving God's word
it seemed like a dream.
into our heart and mind and allowing his Word to change our attiThen was our mouth filled with laughter,
tudes and wrong ways of thinking and judging. Repentance is the
on our lips there were songs. (R.)
deliberate turning away from sin (wrong-doing) and turning to God to
2. The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels
receive his pardon, healing, and strength to do what is good and rethe Lord worked for them!’
ject what is wrong. John saw from a distance what Jesus the MessiWhat marvels the Lord worked for us!
ah would accomplish through his death and resurrection - pardon for
Indeed we were glad. (R.)
our sins, healing and restoration, and eternal life for all who would
believe in the Lord Jesus. Are you hungry for the
3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
Word of God and do you allow God's word to transas streams in dry land.
form the way you think, speak, and live your life?
Those who are sowing in tears
Lord Jesus, you are the Word of God and the
will sing when they reap. (R.)
Savior of the world. Help me to receive your
4. They go out, they go out, full of tears,
Word with expectant faith, and to live it with
carrying seed for the sowing:
confident hope, and to proclaim it joyfully with
they come back, they come back, full of song,
love and boldness to all I meet.
carrying their sheaves. (R.)

SECOND READING

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

 Giovanna Prestipino
 Ireneo Vicencio
 Alice Said
 Diab Baysari
 Mario & Tereza Cutajar
 Mary Essey
 Katrina & Maria Smith
 Carolina Morante
 Alex Habis
 Ramona Sassine
 Laura Anisse
 John Bartolo
 Bob Sinclair

 Barbara Hanna
 Anthony Hanna
 Carlos Rivanar
 Josephine Hanna
 Leonardo Pedavoli
 Smiljana Milina
 Roneth Jaro
 Jayden Jong
 Reuben Dias

ALLIANCE OF THE TWO HEARTS

Please join us in responding to 'Our Blessed Mother’s
Appeal for Prayer & Reparation for World Peace &
the Sanctity of Family Life'.
Every First Friday of the month after 7pm
Mass, Scriptural Rosaries, Stations of the Cross, Adoration,
& Nine Office of the Sacred Heart of Jesus until Midnight.
Every Friday (except 1st Friday of the month) the Adoration Service will commence after 7:00pm Mass until 10:00pm
"IN THE END, MY IMMACULATE HEART WILL TRIUMPH"

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
THURSDAYS 9:30am to 2:30pm

The Lord invites us to take some time out of our
busy lives to spend some time with Him in quiet
adoration, prayer and reflection. If you can spare
1/2 hour or more, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed after morning Mass every Thursday until
2.30pm. ALL ARE WELCOME

SUPPORT

We request our generous Parishioners, if possible to kindly continue to financially support our Parish by contributing towards
their Planned giving, Sunday Collections or donations to the
Church.

Payment options are:
QUEST Tap to Donate (3 devices inside the Church)
Cash (Parish Office during office hours)
Credit Card (Parish Office during office hours)
Cheques payable to:
St Margaret Mary’s Parish –Merrylands
PO Box 757, Merrylands NSW 2160

Direct Debit: BSB: 067 950
Account Number: 00438
Account Name: Merrylands Catholic Church

(Please specify details of your contribution i.e. Envelope
Number or First Collection or Second Collection).

Everyday after Morning Mass
As we joyfully await the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ, all are invited to
join in spiritual Advent preparations
following morning Masses every day .
This includes Exposition of the Blessed sacrament, Advent
prayer, one decade of the Rosary for our Parish Community
and five minutes of private adoration.

2ND RITE OF RECONCILIATION
Tuesday 07 DECEMBER 2021
After 7:00pm Mass
The 2nd rite of Reconciliation will be held at St Margaret Mary’s
parish on Tuesday, 07th December following the 7pm Mass.
There will be community prayers to prepare for
reconciliation, followed by the opportunity for
individual confessions.
We are encouraged to take advantage of this
great opportunity to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation as we prepare for Christmas
and avoid the Christmas week Confession
rush.

CHRISTMAS & DEVOTIONAL
RELIGIOUS CANDLES

A variety of devotional candles and Christmas candles are
being sold at the Parish. We request our Parishioners to
support our Parish with their generous purchase. These
candles are perfect for your own personal devotion or as a
treasured gift to share with others.
Small candle $5 each (burns upto 70 hours)
Large candle $10 each (burns upto 7days)
Kindly contact the Parish Office during
working hours for purchase of candles or
further details. Thank you.

SOLEMNITY OF
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
WEDNESDAY - 8 DECEMBER 2021
The Blessed Virgin promised that whatever a person
asked her for during this Hour of Grace would be
granted to them, if it was in accordance with the Will
of the Eternal Father.
‘Hour of Grace’ will be held from 12:00 noon 01:00 pm at our Church.
ALL ARE WELCOME

Children’s Rosary Night In Our Parish

Phil 1:3 - 6,8 - 11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering how you
have helped to spread the Good News from the day you first heard it
right up to the present. I am quite certain that the One who began
this good work in you will see that it is finished when the Day of
Christ Jesus comes. God knows how much I miss you all, loving you
as Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is that your love for each other
may increase more and more and never stop improving your
knowledge and deepening your perception so that you can always
recognise what is best. This will help you to become pure and blameless, and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you will reach the
perfect goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us for the glory and
praise of God.

 Tony Ostojic
 Shelly Barnes
 Teresa Saad
 Christopher Oldham
 Simon Khoury
 Sonia & Pierre Abi–Rached
 Therese Nicolas
 Nikola Jerkovic
 Susan Pace
 Branko Soric
 Gloria Lavitoria
 Jocelyn Santos
 Joanna Essey

ADVENT
AT OUR PARISH

CHRISTMAS MASS 2021
CHRISTMAS EVE
FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER

6:00 pm - Family Mass
(children are welcome to come
dressed as shepherds, angels
or kings)

CHRISTMAS
SATURDAY 25 DECEMBER
12:00am Midnight Mass

07:30am
09:00am
10:30am
NO EVENING MASS

St Margaret Mary’s will be holding a children’s Rosary
night every Tuesday at 6:00pm.
It’s a great opportunity for the children to come together, pray the rosary and offer their intentions.
For further enquiries please contact
Layal Makhlouf @ 0404905480

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
12 DECEMBER 2021

Dawn Mass at St. Margaret Mary’s Parish
16 to 24 December 2021 at 5:00am

Simbang Gabi is a Filipino Christmas tradition. It is a series of
nine dawn masses on the days leading to Christmas. It begins on
December 16 and ends on December 24.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR C
Zeph 3: 14 - 18; Phil 4: 4 - 7; Lk 3: 10 - 18

Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so
that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and
graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted to
the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up of
Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for this
place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through whom
we make this prayer. Amen

Sunday- 05 December 2021 at 12:30pm
Sunday- 12 December 2021 at 12:30pm
With the limitations of people allowed inside the Church, the
First Holy Communion Mass will be RESERVED ONLY for the
Communicants, their immediate families and their extended
families members.

