S T . M A RG ARE T M ARY ’ S P A R I SH
M E RRYL AN DS
Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are renowned
Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland.

Parish Priest
Fr Janusz Pawlicha
Assistant Priest
Fr Joseph Maria Buckley

PARISH INFORMATION

The Baptism of the Lord

PARISH OFFICE:

1-5 Chetwynd Rd,
MERRYLANDS NSW 2160
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands.
Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am - 3:30pm
Phone: 9637 2526 9637 2014
Fax: 9637 2442
Email: parish@stmm.org.au
Website: stmm.org.au

09th January 2022
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday:
Sunday:

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS:
Secretary: Denise Fernandes
Finance Committee: TBA

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached
Music : Kerry van der Linden
Sacraments: Fr Joseph Maria Buckley

6:00pm Vigil

Monday: 9:15am

7:30am

Tuesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

9:00am

Wednesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

10:30am

Parish Council:
 Chair: Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE
 Secretary: TBA
Fundraising Committee:

Mike Jacobson - 0438 590 136

WEEKDAY MASSES:

6:00pm

Thursday: 9:00am
Friday: 9:00am & 7:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’
monthly intention: JANUARY
For true human fraternity

We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may
their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers and
sisters in the human family.

First Friday:

Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082

11;00am: Maltese Mass
07:00pm: Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition

Readers: Gwen D’Silva

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:

Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9:30 am - 2:30pm
4th Sunday of the month: 1:00pm - 1:30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions
1st Friday of the month: approx. 8:30pm– midnight

Youth group:
Pauline Teen: Fr Joseph / Rita Jacobson
Legion of Mary: Merwyn D’Souza – 0478 109 569

Vespers– Sunday Evenings

Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings

St Vincent de Paul: 88619757

5:15 pm - 5:45pm

9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am

Devotions:


0414 268 603
*General Painting
* Wallpaper
* All repairs: Timber, gyprock, render & tiles (prior to painting)
www.gebranpainting.com.au

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Tuesday: after morning Mass
Wednesday: 6:30pm before 7:00pm Mass
 Veneration of the Holy Face of Jesus:
Tuesday: 7:30pm - 8:30pm
 Divine Mercy Devotions
4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm, 3.00pm - Holy Mass
Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month

Reconciliation:

Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am
Sat - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm (or by appointment)
Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)

Sick Calls: 9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time

Please remember to
switch off your mobile phone

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were opened,
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the Father thundered:
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.

FIRST READING

PRAYER REQUESTS
after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy
Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests
on you.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Is 42:1-4. 6-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Behold the One of whom John said:
I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.

Thus says the Lord: Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen
one in whom my soul delights. I have endowed him with my spirit that MEDITATION
he may bring true justice to the nations. He does not cry out or shout
Jesus came to give us the fire of his Spirit that we
aloud, or make his voice heard in the streets. He does not break the
may radiate the joy and truth of the Gospel to a
crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame. Faithfully he brings
world in desperate need of God's light and truth.
true justice; he will neither waver, nor be crushed until true justice is
His word has power to change and transform our
established on earth, for the islands are awaiting his law. I, the Lord,
lives that we may be burning lights pointing others
have called you to serve the cause of right; I have taken you by the
to Jesus Christ. Like John the Baptist, we too are
hand and formed you; I have appointed you as covenant of the peocalled to give testimony to the light and truth of
ple and light of the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to free capJesus Christ. Do you want the Lord's power,
tives from prison, and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.
grace, and love to burn brightly in your life? Ask him to fill you with
his Holy Spirit. John preached a baptism of repentance for the forThe Word of the Lord.
giveness of sins (Luke 3:3). Why did Jesus, the Sinless One, submit
Thanks be to God.
himself to John's baptism? In this humble submission we see a foreshadowing of the "baptism" of his bloody death upon the cross. JeRESPONSORIAL PSALM
sus' baptism is the acceptance and the beginning of his mission as
God's suffering Servant (Isaiah 53). He allowed himself to be num(R.) The Lord will bless his people with peace.
bered among sinners. Jesus submitted himself entirely to his Father's
1. O give the Lord you sons of God,
will. Out of love he consented to this baptism of death for the remisgive the Lord glory and power;
sion of our sins. Do you know the joy of trust and submission to God?
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and with the fire of your
Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.)
love and goodness. May I always find joy and delight in seeking
to please you in doing your will just as you have delighted in the
2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
joy of pleasing your Father and doing his will.
the Lord on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R.)
3.

The God of glory thunders.
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood:
the Lord sits as king for ever. (R.)

SECOND READING

Acts 10:34-38

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I have now
come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not have favourites, but
that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right
is acceptable to him. ‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of
Israel, and it was to them that the good news of peace was brought
by Jesus Christ – but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You must have
heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been preaching
baptism. God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power,
and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good and
curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 3:15-16. 21-22

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but someone is coming,
someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo
the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and
fire.’ Now when all the people had been baptised and while Jesus

This Sunday 09 January 2022, the Church
celebrates the Feast of the Baptism of Our
Lord. This brings to an end the season of
Christmas. The Church recalls Our Lord's
second manifestation or Epiphany which
occurred on the occasion of His baptism in
the Jordan; when God his father revealed
His love and favour for his Son – Jesus Christ our Lord.
During our weekend Masses there will be a special Blessing of
Water.
Please bring your own bottle of water to be
blessed during the weekend masses

Masks: The NSW Government has
announced that as of midnight tonight,
masks are required to be worn in all
indoor settings, including places of
worship.
COVID19 Safe Check-In and Record
Keeping: Check-in using the NSW QR
Code and record keeping of all attendees are still required for places of worship and remain important for
NSW Health contact tracing.
Other Measures: In an effort to slow the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, the NSW government is also asking
people to consider moving events outdoors where possible and discouraging mingling and singing.
Parishes should consider measures to manage the
spread including:
• The possibility of having Masses outdoors, weather
permitting;
• Discouraging congregational singing; and
• Limiting social gatherings where possible.

 Tony Ostojic
 Shelly Barnes
 Teresa Saad
 Christopher Oldham
 Simon Khoury
 Sonia & Pierre Abi–Rached
 Therese Nicolas
 Nikola Jerkovic
 Susan Pace
 Branko Soric
 Gloria Lavitoria
 Jocelyn Santos
 Joanna Essey

 Giovanna Prestipino
 Ireneo Vicencio
 Alice Said
 Diab Baysari
 Mario & Tereza Cutajar
 Mary Essey
 Katrina & Maria Smith
 Carolina Morante
 Alex Habis
 Ramona Sassine
 Laura Anisse
 John Bartolo
 Bob Sinclair

 Barbara Hanna
 Anthony Hanna
 Carlos Rivanar
 Josephine Hanna
 Leonardo Pedavoli
 Smiljana Milina
 Roneth Jaro
 Jayden Jong
 Reuben Dias

SUPPORT

We request our generous Parishioners, if possible to kindly continue to financially support our Parish by contributing towards
their Planned giving, Sunday Collections or donations to the
Church.

01ST – 31ST
JANUARY 2022
 09:15 am - Monday
 09:00 am - Tuesday to Friday
 08:30 am - Saturday
 NO Evening Weekday Masses
 Weekend Masses as usual
 06:00 pm - Saturday (Vigil)
 07:30 am, 09:00am, 10:30am - Sunday
 06:00 pm - Sunday
ALL DEVOTIONS, ADORATIONS & EVENING MASSES
WILL RESUME ON 1ST FEBRUARY 2022

SOLEMNITY OF
ST. PAUL
THE FIRST HERMIT

SUNDAY - 16 JANUARY 2022

Payment options are:
QUEST Tap to Donate (3 devices inside the Church)
Cash (Parish Office during office hours)
Credit Card (Parish Office during office hours)
Cheques payable to:

To prepare for this Solemnity, the Novena to St. Paul will be recited
after morning Mass beginning on Friday 07th January and concluding on Sunday 16th January, which will be our Patronal Feast
Day. We ask all our Parishioners to pray for all the Priests, brothers
& seminarians in the order of St Paul the First Hermit and for an
increase in vocations to the order.
Invocations to St. Paul the First Hermit

Direct Debit: BSB: 067 950
Account Number: 00438
Account Name: Merrylands Catholic Church

Saint Paul, Patriarch of our Order,
Pray for us.
Saint Paul, faithful follower of Christ
Saint Paul, man of strong and lively faith,
Saint Paul, lover of solitude,
Saint Paul, persevering in prayer and penance,
Saint Paul, patient in bearing the difficulties of the eremitical life,
Saint Paul, embracing with your devoted love the Church of Christ
and the whole mankind,
Saint Paul, model of perseverance in your chosen way of life,
Saint Paul, prepared to meet God at the time of death, That we may
be faithful to our monastic vocation,

SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION RESUMES

That through the observance of our religious vows, we may become
more Christ-like, That we may fulfil Christ’s command to love all
men, That we may pray well and unceasingly, That we may participate in the saving love of Christ through a penitential life, That we
may not succumb to the temptation of mediocrity, That we may prudently profit from the fruits of the land and from technical and cultural
achievements; That we may fearlessly strive to attain that love exemplified in the Gospel, That we may feel responsible for our Order and
its apostolic works, That we may persevere in our Order until death,
Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Hermits and Patroness of our Order,

St Margaret Mary’s Parish –Merrylands
PO Box 757, Merrylands NSW 2160

(Please specify details of your contribution i.e. Envelope
Number or First Collection or Second Collection).

Intercede to God for us

On 20 March 2020 Catholics from the Diocese of Parramatta were dispensed from their Sunday Mass obligation
until further notice (Canon 1248 §2 and Catechism 2181)
by virtue of a Decree issued by Bishop Vincent Long Van
Nguyen OFM Conv.
From 15 December 2021 this Decree is now revoked and
the Sunday obligation is now imposed once again given
that public health orders no longer require adherence to
density limits in our church buildings.
Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so
that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and
graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted to
the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up of
Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for this
place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through whom
we make this prayer. Amen

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
16 JANUARY 2022
Solemnity of St. Paul The First Hermit

2 Kg 17:2-6; Gal 2:19-20,5:24-25,6:14-17; Mt 21:25-30

The entire community was invited to a church picnic.
The Pastor placed a basket full of apples on one end
of a table with a sign saying, "Take only one apple
please - Remember that God is watching."
On the other end of the table was a plate of cookies where one of the children had placed a sign saying, "Take all the cookies you want -- God is
watching the apples."

We beg you Lord, hear us!

Through the merits of all the Saints of our Order,
That you may graciously grant our monastic community an increase
in number and an enrichment of virtues, That you may generously
provide graces for our families, confraters and benefactors,
That you may show your mercy to our brothers, who have left our
community, That you may remedy the failures and defects of our
love, That you may grant the grace of conversion to the enemies of
the Church, That you may grant eternal happiness to our deceased
brothers, parents, relatives, confraters and benefactors.
L. Pray for us St. Paul the First Hermit,
All That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
L: Let us pray:
O God, who willed that St. Paul, our Father, reach a high degree
of sanctity through a life of solitude in the desert, grant that,
through this intercession, we who are striving to develop in
ourselves a spirit of prayer and service, may come ever closer
to you in love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Feast Day of St Paul the First Hermit

SUNDAY - 16 JANUARY 2022

 Solemn Mass 10:30 am
 Special 3rd collection at all Masses to
support Seminarians of the Order of St
Paul the First Hermit in Australia and
overseas.

