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ST .  MARGARET  MARY ’S  PARISH  
MERRYLANDS  

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

PARISH OFFICE:  
1-5 Chetwynd Rd,  
MERRYLANDS  NSW 2160  
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands. 
Tuesday - Friday:   9:30am - 3:30pm 
 

Phone: 9637 2526    9637 2014 
Fax:     9637 2442 
Email:  parish@stmm.org.au 
Website: stmm.org.au 
 
 

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS: 
Secretary:  Denise Fernandes 
 

 

Finance Committee: TBA 
 
 

Parish Council: 

 Chair: Bella Reyes - 0419 228 160 
    Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE 

 Secretary: Cheryl Fortini  
 
Fundraising Committee:  

 Mike Jacobson -  0438 590 136  

 

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached 
 
 

Music : Kerry van der Linden  -  0406 973 350 
 
 

Sacraments: Fr Joseph Maria Buckley 
 

Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082 
 

Readers: Gwen D’Silva 

 

Youth group: 
Pauline Teen: Fr Joseph / Rita Jacobson 
 

Legion of Mary: Merwyn D’Souza – 0478 109 569   
 

Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170 
 

St Vincent de Paul: 88619757 

 

Bus to Berrima:  Giovanna -  9682 1008 

Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit 
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are  renowned 

Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland. 
 

 
 

               Parish Priest 
                  Fr Janusz Pawlicha  

 

                    Assistant Priest 

                   Fr Joseph Maria Buckley  

 

                            

 

 
 

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’  
monthly intention : MARCH 
Intention for Evangelization - Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of reconciliation with renewed 
depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God. 

First Friday: 

11am:  Maltese Mass 
7.00pm:  Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition  
 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:  
 Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9.30 am-2.30pm 
 4th Sunday of  the month:   1.00pm - 1.30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions 
 1st Friday of the month: approx. 8.30pm– midnight 
 

Vespers– Sunday Evenings  
 5.15 pm - 5.45pm  

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings 
9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am 
 

Devotions: 

 Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour  
 Tuesday: after morning Mass   
 Wednesday: 6:30pm before 7:00pm Mass      
 

 Veneration of  the Holy Face of  Jesus:  

 Tuesday: 7.30pm - 8.30pm   

 Divine Mercy Devotions  
 4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm,  3.00pm - Holy Mass                                                                                            
 

Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of  the month  
 

 

Reconciliation:   
 Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am                                                           
 Sat   - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm (or by appointment) 

Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)  
 

Sick Calls:  9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time                     

 

             

 
  

WEEKEND MASSES: WEEKDAY MASSES: 

Saturday:   6:00pm Vigil 
   

Monday: 9:15am 

Sunday:   7:30am Tuesday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

   9:00am Wednesday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

 10:30am Thursday: 9:00am 

   6:00pm Friday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

    Saturday: 8:30am 

14tH march  

2021 



 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 
 

FIRST READING                 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23 

A reading from the second book of Chronicles  

All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added infidelity to 
infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of the nations and defil-
ing the Temple that the Lord had consecrated for himself in Jerusa-
lem. The Lord, the God of their ancestors, tirelessly sent them mes-
senger after messenger, since he wished to spare his people and his 
house. But they ridiculed the messengers of God, they despised his 
words, they laughed at his prophets, until at last the wrath of the Lord 
rose so high against his people that there was no further remedy. 
Their enemies burned down the Temple of God, demolished the 
walls of Jerusalem, set fire to all its palaces, and destroyed every-
thing of value in it. The survivors were deported by Nebuchadnezzar 
to Babylon; they were to serve him and his sons until the kingdom of 
Persia came to power. This is how the word of the Lord was fulfilled 
that he spoke through Jeremiah, ‘Until this land has enjoyed its sab-
bath rest, until seventy years have gone by, it will keep sabbath 
throughout the days of its desolation.’ And in the first year of Cyrus 
king of Persia, to fulfil the word of the Lord that was spoken through 
Jeremiah, the Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a 
proclamation and to have it publicly displayed throughout his king-
dom: ‘Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the God of heav-
en, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me to 
build him a Temple in Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among 
you of all his people, may his God be with him! Let him go up.”’ 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
 
 

 (R.) Let my tongue be silenced, if ever I forget you!.  
 

 

1. By the rivers of Babylon 
there we sat and wept, remembering Zion; 
on the poplars that grew there  

we hung our harps. (R.) 
2. For it was there that they asked us, 

our captors, for songs, our oppressors, for joy. 

‘Sing to us,’ they said, ‘one of Zion’s songs.’ (R.) 
3. O how could we sing  

the song of the Lord on alien soil?  

If I forget you, Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! (R.) 
4. O let my tongue 

cleave to my mouth if I remember you not,  

if I prize not Jerusalem above all my joys! (R.) 
 

SECOND READING                          Eph 2:4-10 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians  

God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his mer-
cy: when we were dead through our sins, he brought us to life with 
Christ – it is through grace that you have been saved – and raised us 
up with him and gave us a place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus. 
This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness towards 
us in Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by 
grace that you have been saved, through faith; not by anything of 
your own, but by a gift from God; not by anything that you have done, 
so that nobody can claim the credit. We are God’s work of art, creat-
ed in Christ Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he had 
meant us to live it. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

GOSPEL                                                                             Jn 3:14-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  

Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up as Mo-
ses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes 
may have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved the world so much that 
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
be lost but may have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world 
not to condemn the world, but so that through him the world might be 
saved. No one who believes in him will be condemned; but whoever 
refuses to believe is condemned already, because he has refused to 
believe in the name of God’s only Son. On these grounds is sentence 
pronounced: that though the light has come into the world men have 
shown they prefer darkness to the light because their deeds were 
evil. And indeed, everybody who does wrong hates the light and 
avoids it, for fear his actions should be exposed; but the man who 
lives by the truth comes out into the light, so that it may be plainly 
seen that what he does is done in God.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Jerusalem is built as a city bonded as one together. 
It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
to praise the name of the Lord. 

MEDITATION: 

How do we know, beyond a doubt, that God truly loves us and wants 
us to be united with him forever? For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life (John 3:16). God proved his love for us by giving us 
the best he had to offer - his only begotten Son who freely gave him-

self as an offering to God for our sake and as the 
atoning sacrifice for our sin and the sin of the world. 
This passage tells us of the great breadth and width 
of God's love. Not an excluding love for just a few or 
for a single nation, but a redemptive love that em-
braces the whole world, and a personal love for each 
and every individual whom God has created. God is a 
loving Father who cannot rest until his wandering 

children have returned home to him. Saint Augustine says, God loves 
each one of us as if there were only one of us to love. God gives us 
the freedom to choose whom and what we will love.  
Jesus shows us the paradox of love and judgment. We can love the 
darkness of sin and unbelief or we can love the light of God's truth, 
beauty, and goodness. If our love is guided by what is true, and good 
and beautiful then we will choose for God and love him above all 
else. What we love shows what we prefer. Do you love God above all 
else? Do you give him first place in your life, in your thoughts, deci-
sions and actions? 

 

  

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

 

 SMM COVID SAFE QR CODE 
 
Please scan QR CODE with your smart phone to 
check-in before entering the church. 

QR CODE posters are displayed at the church premises,  

entrance doors of the church & Notice Boards. Thank you  

 

SOLEMNITY OF ST.  JOSEPH  
FRIDAY -  19 MARCH 2021  

 
 

 

To prepare for this Solemnity, Novena to St. Joseph will be 
recited after morning Mass beginning on Thursday 11 March 

and concluding on Friday 19  March, which 
will be the Feast Day of St. Joseph. 
Parishioners are requested to write their inten-
tions, put it in the envelopes provided and place 
them in the basket in front of the altar. We will 
pray for all these intentions through the interces-

sion of St. Joseph. 

      FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

       Solemnity of  St. Patrick  
        Wednesday  - 17 March 2021 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

  Tony Ostojic 

  Shelly Barnes 

  Teresa Saad 

  Christopher  Oldham 

 Simon Khoury 

  Sonia & Pierre Abi–Rached 

  Therese Nicolas 

 Luca Jerkovic 

   Susan Pace 

  Branko Soric 

  Gloria Lavitoria  

 Jocelyn Santos                           

 Joanna Essey 

 Rose Abdo 

 Giovanna Prestipino 

 Ireneo Vicencio 

 Alice Said 

 Diab Baysari 

 Mario & Tereza Cutajar 

 Mary Essey 

 Katrina & Maria Smith 

 Carolina Morante 

 Alex Habis 

 Ramona Sassine 

 Laura Anisse 

 John Bartolo 

 Bob Sinclair 

 Barbara Hanna 

 Anthony Hanna 

 Carlos Rivanar 

    NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
    21 MARCH 2021 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT-YEAR B  

Jer 31:31-34; Heb 5:7 - 9; Jn12:20-33 

 

     YOUTH GROUP @ SMM 
Pauline Junior 
Our youth group for Primary School Students. It meets on the 
2nd and 4th Friday of the month starting at 5:15pm ending just 
before the evening mass.  
Next Meeting: 12th March: will include a short talk about a 
saint, and bible based activities.  

Pauline Teen 
Our youth group for High School Students. It meets on the 2nd 
and 4th Friday of the month after 7pm evening Mass. All wel-
come.  
Next Meeting: 12th March: Talk by Fr. Joseph Maria on Lent 
and Easter. 

Young Adults  
A new youth group for young adults aged 18-30. 
The first meeting will be on Friday 19th March after 
the 7pm Mass, everyone is most welcome to come, 
join and form this new youth group in our Parish. It 
will then meet every 1st and 3rd Friday of the 
Month. 

Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so 

that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and 

graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted to 

the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up of 

Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for this 

place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through whom 

we make this prayer.  Amen 

             

                 SUPPORT 
 
We request our generous Parishioners, if possible to kindly con-
tinue to financially support our Parish by contributing towards 
their Planned giving, Sunday Collections or donations to the 
Church. 
Payment options are: 
Cash (Parish Office during office hours) 
Credit Card (Parish Office during office hours) 
Cheques payable to: 

St Margaret Mary’s Parish –Merrylands 
 PO Box 757, Merrylands   NSW    2160 

Direct Debit:  BSB: 067 950 
  Account Number: 00438 
  Account Name: Merrylands Catholic Church 
(Please specify details of your contribution i.e. Envelope 
Number or First Collection or Second Collection). 

Thank you and God Bless You.  

1st Friday adoration will commence from 8:30pm 
- midnight 

Every Friday (except 1st Friday of the month)  
Alliance of 2 Hearts  

will hosts the Adoration Service 
after 7:00pm Mass until 10:00pm                                  

All are welcome 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
THURSDAYS 9:30am to 2:30pm 

 
The Lord invites us to take some time out of our busy 
lives to spend some time with Him in quiet adoration, 
prayer and reflection. If you can spare 1/2 hour or 
more, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed after morning Mass 
every Thursday until 2.30pm.  
                       ALL ARE WELCOME 

SCRIPTURE STUDY—THURSDAY EVENINGS 
You are invited to experience the joy of “the Word of 
God” in a weekly discussion/study meeting at 7pm at 
St. Margaret Mary’s Pastoral Centre. 

Topic - Lent 

For further queries, contact Gwen on 9632 9097. 

Children’s Rosary Night In Our Parish  
St Margaret Mary’s will be holding a children’s Rosary night 
every Wednesday at 6:00pm .  
It’s a great opportunity for the children to come 

together, pray the rosary and offer their intentions. 
For further enquiries please contact  

 Layal Makhlouf on: 0404905480  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY - FOLLOWING 9am Morning Mass  
FRIDAY - FOLLOWING 7pm Evening Mass  

FRIDAYS IN LENT  
 

 Rosary –  6.:30pm 
 Holy Mass-7:00pm   
 Stations of the Cross -7:30pm following 7pm Mass 
 

 

LENTEN  MORNING DEVOTIONS  
FOLLOWING ALL MORNING MASS (excluding Wednesday) 

 

During the period of Lent, all are invited to join in our special Lenten devo-
tions after the morning Mass. We will be reciting the chaplet of Divine 
Mercy and the Litany of the Most Precious Blood of  Christ.       

 

PARISH LENTEN RETREAT 2021 
In partnership with Legion of Mary, Our Lady of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament Praesidium St Margaret Mary's Parish and Live Christ 

Share Christ Movement, Australia, we invite you to a 
Parish Lenten Retreat on Saturday, 20th & 27th 
March 2021, 9:40am - 1:40pm at the Parish Hall.  
This is a FREE retreat and lunch is provided. 
To register email antonioshaber@gmail.com or  
contact the Parish Office. 

Bishop’s Good Samaritan Appeal 
13 & 14 March 2021 

Help CatholicCare chaplains bring comfort, faith and hope to the 
sick and isolated. Your compassionate gifts and prayers will help 
CatholicCare chaplains provide spiritual, sacramental and emo-

tional support in the footsteps of the Good 
Samaritan.  
Please give generously to the Bishop’s Good  
Samaritan Appeal. 

Parish Movie Night 
Saturday - 20 MARCH 2021 

 
Come join us in the Pastoral Center to watch a film 
every 3rd Saturday of the Month after the 6pm even-
ing Mass.  

The film for March is “The Case for Christ" Rated PG. An in-
vestigative journalist and self-proclaimed atheist sets out to dis-
prove the existence of God after his wife becomes a Christian.  
Film will be followed by a short talk/discussion.  
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