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ST .  MARGARET  MARY ’S  PARISH  
MERRYLANDS  

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

PARISH OFFICE:  
1-5 Chetwynd Rd,  
MERRYLANDS  NSW 2160  
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands. 
Tuesday - Friday:   9:30am - 3:30pm 
 

Phone: 9637 2526    9637 2014 
Fax:     9637 2442 
Email:  parish@stmm.org.au 
Website: stmm.org.au 
 
 

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS: 
Secretary:  Denise Fernandes 
 

 

Finance Committee: TBA 
 
 

Parish Council: 

 Chair:  Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE 

 Secretary: TBA 
 
Fundraising Committee:  

 Mike Jacobson -  0438 590 136  

 

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached 
 
 

Music : Kerry van der Linden  -  0406 973 350 
 
 

Sacraments: Fr Joseph Maria Buckley 
 

Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082 
 

Readers: Gwen D’Silva 

 

Youth group: 
Pauline Teen: Fr Joseph / Rita Jacobson 
 

Legion of Mary: Merwyn D’Souza – 0478 109 569   
 

Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170 
 

St Vincent de Paul: 88619757 

 

 

Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit 
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are  renowned 

Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland. 
 

 
 

               Parish Priest 
                  Fr Janusz Pawlicha  

 

                    Assistant Priest 

                   Fr Joseph Maria Buckley  

 

                            

 

 
 

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’  
monthly intention: AUGUST 
Intention for Evangelization - The Church  
Let us pray for the Church, that She may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and 
strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 

First Friday: 

11am:  Maltese Mass 
7.00pm:  Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition  
 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:  
 Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9.30 am-2.30pm 
 4th Sunday of  the month:   1.00pm - 1.30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions 
 1st Friday of the month: approx. 8.30pm– midnight 
 

Vespers– Sunday Evenings  
 5.15 pm - 5.45pm  

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings 
9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am 
 

Devotions: 

 Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour  
 Tuesday: after morning Mass   
 Wednesday: 6:30pm before 7:00pm Mass      
 

 Veneration of  the Holy Face of  Jesus:  

 Tuesday: 7.30pm - 8.30pm   

 Divine Mercy Devotions  
 4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm,  3.00pm - Holy Mass                                                                                            
 

Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of  the month  
 

 

Reconciliation:   
 Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am                                                           
 Sat   - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm (or by appointment) 

Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)  
 

Sick Calls:  9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time                     

 

             

 
  

WEEKEND MASSES: WEEKDAY MASSES: 

Saturday:   6:00pm Vigil 
   

Monday: 9:15am 

Sunday:    9:00am Tuesday: 9:00am   

  10:30am Wednesday: 9:00am   

  Thursday: 9:00am 

    Friday: 9:00am   

    Saturday: 8:30am 

 15 August 2021 



 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
A great sign appeared in heaven: 
a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon beneath her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
 
 

FIRST READING                 Rv 11:19; 12:1 - 6, 10 

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse  

The sanctuary of God in heaven opened, and the ark of the covenant 
could be seen inside it. Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a 
woman, adorned with the sun, standing on the moon, and with the 
twelve stars on her head for a crown. She was pregnant, and in la-
bour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then a second sign ap-
peared in the sky, a huge red dragon which had seven heads and ten 
horns, and each of the seven heads crowned with a coronet. Its tail 
dragged a third of the stars from the sky and dropped them to the 
earth, and the dragon stopped in front of the woman as she was hav-
ing the child, so that he could eat it as soon as it was born from its 
mother. The woman brought a male child into the world, the son who 
was to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre, and the child was 
taken straight up to God and to his throne, while the woman escaped 
into the desert, where God had made a place of safety ready. Then I 
heard a voice shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for 
ever have been won by our God, and all authority for his Christ.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
 
 

 (R.)  The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold.  

 

1. The daughters of kings are among your loved ones. 
On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words: 
forget your own people and your father’s house. (R.) 

2. So will the king desire your beauty: 
He is your lord, pay homage to him. 
They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 
they pass within the palace of the king. (R.) 

 
 

SECOND READING                      1Cor 15:20 - 26 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have 
fallen asleep. Death came through one man and in the same way the 
resurrection of the dead has come through one man. Just as all men 
die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them 
in their proper order; Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the com-
ing of Christ, those who belong to him. After that will come the end, 
when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, having done 
away with every sovereignty, authority and power. For he must be 
king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of the 
enemies to be destroyed is death, for everything is to be put under 
his feet. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Mary is taken up to heaven, 
and the angels of God shout for joy. 
Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL                                                                            Lk 1:39 - 56 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill 
country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Eliz-
abeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She 
gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with 

a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting 
reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is 
she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be 
fulfilled.’ And Mary said: ‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 
and my spirit exults in God my saviour; because he has looked upon 
his lowly handmaid. Yes, from this day forward all generations will 
call me blessed, for the Almighty has done great things for me. Holy 
is his name, and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who 
fear him. He has shown the power of his arm, he has routed the 
proud of heart. He has pulled down princes from their thrones and 
exalted the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich 
sent empty away. He has come to the help of Israel his servant, 
mindful of his mercy – according to the promise he made to our an-
cestors – of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back 
home. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
All generations will call me blessed, 
for he who is mighty has done great things for me. 
 

 
MEDITATION: 
How strong is your hope in the promises of God? Mary is a model of 
faith and hope for us. And she is among "the first-fruits" of "all those 
who belong to Jesus" and who share in his triumph (1 Corinthi-
ans15:20-24). There is a venerable tradition dating back to the early 
church which marks Mary's "falling asleep" (called the Feast of Dor-

mition in many Eastern churches) and 
her heavenly birthday when she was 
received into heaven. Her reception 
into heaven is seen as a sign to all be-
lieving Christians of the promise Jesus 
made that we too would be received 
into paradise. At the last supper Jesus 
told his disciples that he would prepare 
a place for them in his Father's house. 
"And when I go to prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, that where I am you may be 
also" (John 14:3).  

The Holy Spirit makes faith come alive within us 
What enabled Mary to grow in faith and to persevere in hope in the 
face of obstacles and trials? The Gospel of Luke reveals the pres-

ence and power of the Holy Spirit in Mary's life. When Elizabeth and 
Mary greeted one another they were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
with a joyful anticipation of the fulfillment of God's promise to give a 

Savior. John the Baptist, even before the birth of the Messiah, point-
ed to his coming and leapt for joy in the womb of his mother as the 
Holy Spirit revealed to him the presence of the Anointed King in the 

womb of Mary. 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

DEVOTIONAL RELIGIOUS CANDLES   

A variety of devotional candles are 
being sold at the Parish. We request 
our Parishioners to support our Par-
ish with their generous purchase. 
These candles are perfect for your 

own personal devotion or as a treasured gift to share with others. 
  Small candle $5 each (burns upto 70 hours) 

Large candle $10 each (burns upto 7days) 
Kindly contact the Parish Office during working hours for pur-
chase of candles or further details. Thank you. 

BISHOP’S FATHERS DAY APPEAL 
Due to the COVID lockdown, the Clergy Support Foundation is post-
poning the Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal in-Parish collection to a 
later date, when Churches will once again be open. Parramatta Cath-
olic Foundation is assisting us with a mail and online appeal around 
the beginning of September. Your thoughtful gift to the Appeal will 
mean so much to our retired priests who have put the care of others 
before themselves. For more information on the Clergy Support 
Foundation’s work or to make a kind donation today, please visit 

parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal. Thank you. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

  Tony Ostojic 

  Shelly Barnes 

  Teresa Saad 

  Christopher  Oldham 

 Simon Khoury 

  Sonia & Pierre Abi–Rached 

  Therese Nicolas 

 Luca Jerkovic 

   Susan Pace 

  Branko Soric 

  Gloria Lavitoria  

 Jocelyn Santos                           

 Joanna Essey 

 Rose Abdo 

 Giovanna Prestipino 

 Ireneo Vicencio 

 Alice Said 

 Diab Baysari 

 Mario & Tereza Cutajar 

 Mary Essey 

 Katrina & Maria Smith 

 Carolina Morante 

 Alex Habis 

 Ramona Sassine 

 Laura Anisse 

 John Bartolo 

 Bob Sinclair 

 Barbara Hanna 

 Anthony Hanna 

 Carlos Rivanar 

 Josephine Hanna 

 Leonardo Pedavoli 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
    22 AUGUST 2021 

 

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR B 
 

Josh 24:1 - 2, 15 - 18; Eph 5: 21 - 32; Jn 6: 60 - 69 

Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so 

that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and 

graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted to 

the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up of 

Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for this 

place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through whom 

we make this prayer.  Amen 

RCIA PROGRAM 
 

 

RCIA is an ongoing Apostolate in this Parish. The RCIA 
Apostolate consists of a dedicated team of volunteers who 
have received instructions to guide anyone who wishes to 
join the Catholic Church through weekly preparations clas-
ses and regular Mass attendance. 

If you know of anyone who wishes to enter the Catholic Faith, who 
has been baptised in another Faith or unbaptised and wishes to 
complete the Sacraments of Initiation in the Catholic Church; Please 
see our Priests after Mass during the weekends or contact the RCIA 
Coordinator Peter Carroll on 0414 070 082 or the Parish Office. 

SCRIPTURE STUDY WILL RESUME 
WHEN LOCKDOWN ENDS  

You are invited to experience the joy of “the Word of 
God” in a weekly discussion/study meeting on Thurs-
days at 7pm at St. Margaret Mary’s Pastoral Centre. 

For further queries, contact Gwen on 9632 9097. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021 
 
 
 

 
With the lockdown in Sydney now extended till end of Au-
gust, Sacrament of First Holy Communion is currently 
postponed until further notice. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 
Please collect your respective planned giving 
envelopes box from the church foyer once the 
Church Building re-opens. 
St Margaret Mary’s Parish truly appreciates your 
utmost generosity and continuous support which 
will help go Above and Beyond. Thank you. 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mother Mary  
 during the coronavirus pandemic  

O Mary, you always shine on our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain,                

 keeping your faith firm. 
You, Salvation of all People, know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide so that,   
                   as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy 

 and to feasting after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows to lead us, 

 through the cross, 
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Moth-
er of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who 
are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O 
glorious and blessed Virgin. 

St. Margaret Mary’s Parish 
 Live Streaming Mass Timings 

 
Our Parish is live streaming Masses daily as 
per following schedule:  
 Sunday  - 09:00am & 10:30am  
 Monday  - 09:15am 
 Tuesday - 09:00am 
 Wednesday - 09:00am  
 Thursday - 09:00am 
 Friday  - 09:00am 
 Saturday - 08:30am & 06:00pm  
 
Kindly follow 3 simple steps: 
Visit our parish website: stmm.org.au 
Go to Home page 
Click on Live Streamed Mass on YouTube 

+ RIP LUCA JERKOVIC 
Passed away on 9 August 2021 in Bosnia 

Age -  78 years 
Our heartfelt condolences to Nada & Zdravko 
Tomas and family. May Nada’s mother’s soul 

be at peace with our Heavenly Father. We 
pray that our Lord blesses and comforts you 
and your family during this time of grief. 

A preacher decided to skip service one Sunday and head to 
the hills to do some bear hunting. As he rounded the cor-
ner on a perilous trail, he and a bear collided, sending him 
and his rifle tumbling down the mountainside.       
Before he knew it, his rifle went one way and he went the 
other, landing on a rock and breaking both legs. That was 
the good news. The bad news was the ferocious bear 
charging at him from a distance, and he couldn't move.  
"Oh Lord," the preacher prayed, "I'm so sorry for skipping 
service today to come out here and hunt. Please forgive me 
and grant me just one wish....please make a Christian out of 
that bear that's coming at me. Please, Lord!"  
That very instant, the bear skidded to a halt, fell to its 
knees, clasped its paws together and began to pray aloud 
right at the preacher's feet.  
Dear Lord, bless this food I am about to receive... in 
Jesus' name... Amen." 

https://parracatholic.org/csf
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiNw6fSoK7iAhUN63MBHasyCuEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstritaharahan.com%2Fparish-prayer&psig=AOvVaw1dP7XwDSkWyYlAi8ExvwSI&ust=1558584079588485
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6FezbQbHtu-MSyWUSnaAcA/live
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip3_j4ppziAhWS7HMBHe5IBK0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffunmag.uk%2F7-funny-church-jokes-christian-humor-thats-safe-for-church%2F&psig=AOvVaw0GFtbYVw9PjQEDlRidN7EX&ust=155796

