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ST .  MARGARET  MARY ’S  PARISH  
MERRYLANDS  

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

PARISH OFFICE:  
1-5 Chetwynd Rd,  
MERRYLANDS  NSW 2160  
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands. 
Tuesday - Friday:   9:30am - 3:30pm 
 

Phone: 9637 2526    9637 2014 
Fax:     9637 2442 
Email:  parish@stmm.org.au 
Website: stmm.org.au 
 
 

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS: 
Secretary:  Denise Fernandes 
 

 

Finance Committee: TBA 
 
 

Parish Council: 

 Chair: Bella Reyes - 0419 228 160 
    Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE 

 Secretary: Cheryl Fortini  
 
Fundraising Committee:  

 Mike Jacobson -  0438 590 136  

 

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached 
 
 

Music : Kerry van der Linden  -  0406 973 350 
 
 

Sacraments: Fr Joseph Maria Buckley 
 

Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082 
 

Readers: Gwen D’Silva 

 

Youth group: 
Pauline Teen: Fr Joseph / Rita Jacobson 
 

Legion of Mary: Merwyn D’Souza – 0478 109 569   
 

Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170 
 

St Vincent de Paul: 88619757 

 

Bus to Berrima:  Giovanna -  9682 1008 

Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit 
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are  renowned 

Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland. 
 

 
 

               Parish Priest 
                  Fr Janusz Pawlicha  

 

                    Assistant Priest 

                   Fr Joseph Maria Buckley  

 

                            

 

 
 

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’  
monthly intention : FEBRUARY 
Universal Intention - Violence against women  
We pray for women who are victims of violence, that they may be protected by 
society and have their sufferings considered and heeded. 

First Friday: 

11am:  Maltese Mass 
7.00pm:  Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition  
 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:  
 Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9.30 am-2.30pm 
 4th Sunday of  the month:   1.00pm - 1.30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions 
 1st Friday of the month: approx. 8.30pm– midnight 
 

Vespers– Sunday Evenings  
 5.15 pm - 5.45pm  

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings 
9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am 
 

Devotions: 

 Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour  
 Tuesday: after morning Mass   
 Wednesday: 6:30pm before 7:00pm Mass      
 

 Veneration of  the Holy Face of  Jesus:  

 Tuesday: 7.30pm - 8.30pm   

 Divine Mercy Devotions  
 4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm,  3.00pm - Holy Mass                                                                                            
 

Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of  the month  
 

 

Reconciliation:   
 Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am                                                           
 Sat   - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm (or by appointment) 

Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)  
 

Sick Calls:  9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time                     

 

             

 
  

WEEKEND MASSES: WEEKDAY MASSES: 

Saturday:   6:00pm Vigil 
   

Monday: 9:15am 

Sunday:   7:30am Tuesday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

   9:00am Wednesday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

 10:30am Thursday: 9:00am 

   6:00pm Friday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

    Saturday: 8:30am 

21st 
February 

 2021 



 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
When he calls on me, I will answer him; 
I will deliver him and give him glory, 
I will grant him length of days. 
 

FIRST READING                             Gen 9:8-15 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my Covenant with 
you, and with your descendants after you; also with every living crea-
ture to be found with you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: 
everything that came out of the ark, everything that lives on the earth. 
I establish my Covenant with you: no thing of flesh shall be swept 
away again by the waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to de-
stroy the earth again.’ God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I 
make between myself and you and every living creature with you for 
all generations: I set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of 
the Covenant between me and the earth. When I gather the clouds 
over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the 
Covenant between myself and you and every living creature of every 
kind. And so the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all things of flesh.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
 
 

 (R.) Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those who 
keep your covenant.  

 

 

1. Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. (R.) 
2. Remember your mercy, Lord, 

and the love you have shown from of old. 
In your love remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.) 
3. The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 

he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 

 
SECOND READING                          1Pt 3:18-22 
A reading from the first letter of St Peter  

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for sins, died for 
the guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was put to death, in the 
spirit he was raised to life, and, in the spirit, he went to preach to the 
spirits in prison. Now it was long ago, when Noah was still building 
that ark which saved only a small group of eight people ‘by water’, 
and when God was still waiting patiently, that these spirits refused to 
believe. That water is a type of the baptism which saves you now, 
and which is not the washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to 
God from a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has entered heaven and is at God’s right hand, now that 
he has made the angels and Dominations and Powers his subjects. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
 

GOSPEL                                                                            Mk 1:12-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark  

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there 
for forty days, and was tempted by Satan. He was with the wild 
beasts, and the angels looked after him. After John had been arrest-
ed, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News 
from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is 

close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. 

 

MEDITATION: 

What is the significance of Jesus spending 40 days and nights of 
solitude, prayer and fasting in the Judean wilderness? In the Old 
Testament 40 days was often seen as a significant period of testing 
and preparation for entering into a covenant relationship with God. In 
the days of Noah, God judged the earth and destroyed its inhabitants 
in a great flood because of their idolatry and total rejection of God. 
Noah and his family were spared because they obeyed God and took 
refuge in the ark for 40 days. When the flood subsided God made a 
covenant with Noah and promised that he would not destroy the hu-
man race again. Jesus came to fulfill that promise.  

How do we enter the kingdom of God? In an-
nouncing the good news of the Gospel Jesus 
gave two explicit things each of us must do in 
order to receive the kingdom of God: repent 
and believe. Repent means to turn away from 
sin and wrong-doing in order to follow God's 
way of love, truth, and moral goodness. When 
we submit to God's rule in our lives and believe 
in the Gospel message the Lord Jesus gives 
us the grace and power to live a new way of 

life as citizens of his kingdom. He gives us grace to renounce the 
kingdom of darkness ruled by pride, sin, and Satan, the father of lies 
(John 8:44) and the ruler of this present world (John 12:31). Repent-
ance is the first step to surrendering my will and my life to God. 

 

  
 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY - FOLLOWING 9am Morning Mass  
FRIDAY - FOLLOWING 7pm Evening Mass  

FRIDAYS IN LENT  
 

 Rosary –  6.:30pm 
 Holy Mass-7:00pm   
 Stations of the Cross -7:30pm following 7pm Mass 
 

 

LENTEN  MORNING DEVOTIONS  
FOLLOWING ALL MORNING MASS (excluding Wednesday) 

 

During the period of Lent, all are invited to join in our special Lenten devo-
tions after the morning Mass. We will be reciting the chaplet of Divine 
Mercy and the Litany of the Most Precious Blood of  Christ.       

 

PROJECT COMPASSION 2021 
 
 

Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or 
a set of donation envelopes and support Caritas 

Australia this Lenten season. With tens of millions 
of lives and thousands of communities helped, 
this steadfast act of solidarity over decades 
embodies Project Compassion’s theme this 
year, to “Aspire not to have more, but to BE 
more.”  

 
Through your generosity during Project Compassion this year 
and by aspiring to “Be More”, you are assisting some of the 
world’s most vulnerable people build better futures for them-
selves, their families and their communities.   
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, or by 

visiting www.caritas.org.au 
lent. caritas.org.au 

1800 024 413. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

  Tony Ostojic 

  Shelly Barnes 

  Teresa Saad 

  Christopher  Oldham 

 Simon Khoury 

  Sonia & Pierre Abi–Rached 

  Therese Nicolas 

 Luca Jerkovic 

   Susan Pace 

  Branko Soric 

  Gloria Lavitoria  

 Jocelyn Santos                           

 Joanna Essey 

 Rose Abdo 

 Giovanna Prestipino 

 Ireneo Vicencio 

 Alice Said 

 Diab Baysari 

 Mario & Tereza Cutajar 

 Mary Essey 

 Katrina & Maria Smith 

 Carolina Morante 

 Alex Habis 

 Ramona Sassine 

 Laura Anisse 

 John Bartolo 

 Bob Sinclair 

 Barbara Hanna 

 Anthony Hanna 

 Carlos Rivanar 

    NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
    28 FEBRUARY 2021 

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT-YEAR B  

Gen 22:1-2,9-13,15-18; Rom 8:31 –34; Mk 9:2-10 

Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so 

that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and 

graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted 

to the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up 

of Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for 

this place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through 

whom we make this prayer.  Amen 

             

                 SUPPORT 
 
We request our generous Parishioners, if possible to kindly con-
tinue to financially support our Parish by contributing towards 
their Planned giving, Sunday Collections or donations to the 
Church. 
Payment options are: 
Cash (Parish Office during office hours) 
Credit Card (Parish Office during office hours) 
Cheques payable to: 

St Margaret Mary’s Parish –Merrylands 
 PO Box 757, Merrylands   NSW    2160 

Direct Debit:  BSB: 067 950 
  Account Number: 00438 
  Account Name: Merrylands Catholic Church 
(Please specify details of your contribution i.e. Envelope 
Number or First Collection or Second Collection). 

Thank you and God Bless You.  

 

We request our generous Parishioners, if pos-
sible to kindly support our Parish with your 
donations of  DISINFECTANT WIPES. 

Thanks &God Bless You all.  

1st Friday adoration will commence from 
8:30pm - midnight 

Every Friday (except 1st Friday of the month)  
Alliance of 2 Hearts  

will hosts the Adoration Service 
after 7:00pm Mass until 10:00pm                                  

All are welcome 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
THURSDAYS 9:30am to 2:30pm 

 
The Lord invites us to take some time out of our 
busy lives to spend some time with Him in quiet 
adoration, prayer and reflection. If you can 
spare 1/2 hour or more, the Blessed Sacrament 
is exposed after morning Mass every Thursday 
until 2.30pm.  
                       ALL ARE WELCOME 

Patron Saint of Throat Ailments SCRIPTURE STUDY—THURSDAY EVENINGS 
Resumes on 18 February 2021 

You are invited to experience the joy of “the 
Word of God” in a weekly discussion/study 
meeting at 7pm at St. Margaret Mary’s Pastoral 
Centre. 

Topic—First Sunday in Lent 

For further queries, contact Gwen on 9632 9097. 

Children’s Rosary Night In Our Parish  
St Margaret Mary’s will be holding a children’s Rosary night eve-
ry Wednesday at 6:00pm .  
It’s a great opportunity for the children to come 

together, pray the rosary and offer their intentions. 
For further enquiries please contact  

 Layal Makhlouf on: 0404905480  

 

 SMM COVID SAFE 
 QR CODE 

 
 Please scan QR CODE with your smart phone 
to check-in before entering the church. 

QR CODE posters are displayed on the   
entrance door of the church and the Bulletin 

Boards. Thank you  

CATECHIST/SRE SUNDAY  
Commissioning Mass 

 Sunday 14 MARCH 2021at 10.30am  
 

Our Catechists/SREs are a dedicated team of volun-
teers who donate their time to bring the word of God to 

Children in the public schools of our local community. They are 
seeking new members to help in this vital work.  
For any further information please call Sonia on 0451 191 700 or  
parish office during working hours.   

This Centenary year of the founding of the Legion and the Feast 
of the Birthday of Our Lady, 8 September 1921 in Dublin, Ireland, 
members of the Legion of Mary around the world are celebrating 
this beautiful gift of the Legion of Mary to the Church from God 
and Our Lady. 
To mark the occasion, the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of the Im-
maculate Conception is travelling the world. Our Parish will be 
honoured by a visit of Our Lady’s statue on Saturday 20 Febru-
ary and depart on Monday 22 February 2021. 
We cordially invite all our Parishioners to join with members of 
the Legion of Mary, in welcoming Our Lady to St. Margaret 
Mary’s Parish. 

28 FEBRUARY 2021 
 

1:00 – 1:30pm  Silent Adoration   
1:30 – 3:00pm   Devotions  
3:00 pm  Special Holy Mass 
 
All are welcome to come and pray with us. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstmarkindy.org%2Fevents%2Flenten-penance-service&psig=AOvVaw2_MWekhLuMAaqS1RGtDXe3&ust=1582159015244000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICZvoaw3OcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAZ
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsawtellcatholicchurch.com.au%2Fproject-compassion-be-more%2F&psig=AOvVaw0IKVwyaZ4elzudx0D8b7rB&ust=1613612245230000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIin9Z7k7-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiNw6fSoK7iAhUN63MBHasyCuEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstritaharahan.com%2Fparish-prayer&psig=AOvVaw1dP7XwDSkWyYlAi8ExvwSI&ust=1558584079588485
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip3_j4ppziAhWS7HMBHe5IBK0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffunmag.uk%2F7-funny-church-jokes-christian-humor-thats-safe-for-church%2F&psig=AOvVaw0GFtbYVw9PjQEDlRidN7EX&ust=155796
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiV0-zrjdTiAhUObn0KHfXRA08QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcathedralsaintpeter.org%2Fevent%2Fadoration-of-the-blessed-sacrament-stations-of-the-cross%2F&psig=AOvVaw1I70zozvr7hGR05

