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ST .  MARGARET  MARY ’S  PARISH  
MERRYLANDS  

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

PARISH OFFICE:  
1-5 Chetwynd Rd,  
MERRYLANDS  NSW 2160  
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands. 
Tuesday - Friday:   9:30am - 3:30pm 
 

Phone: 9637 2526    9637 2014 
Fax:     9637 2442 
Email:  parish@stmm.org.au 
Website: stmm.org.au 
 
 

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS: 
Secretary:  Denise Fernandes 
 

 

Finance Committee: TBA 
 
 

Parish Council: 

 Chair: Bella Reyes - 0419 228 160 
    Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE 

 Secretary: Cheryl Fortini  
 
Fundraising Committee:  

 Mike Jacobson -  0438 590 136  

 

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached 
 
 

Music : Kerry van der Linden  -  0406 973 350 
 
 

Sacraments: Fr Joseph Maria Buckley 
 

Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082 
 

Readers: Gwen D’Silva 

 

Youth group: 
Pauline Teen: Fr Joseph / Rita Jacobson 
 

Legion of Mary: Merwyn D’Souza – 0478 109 569   
 

Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170 
 

St Vincent de Paul: 88619757 

 

Bus to Berrima:  Giovanna -  9682 1008 

Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit 
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are  renowned 

Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland. 
 

 
 

               Parish Priest 
                  Fr Janusz Pawlicha  

 

                    Assistant Priest 

                   Fr Joseph Maria Buckley  

 

                            

 

 
 

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’  
monthly intention : MARCH 
Intention for Evangelization - Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of reconciliation with renewed 
depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God. 

First Friday: 

11am:  Maltese Mass 
7.00pm:  Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition  
 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:  
 Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9.30 am-2.30pm 
 4th Sunday of  the month:   1.00pm - 1.30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions 
 1st Friday of the month: approx. 8.30pm– midnight 
 

Vespers– Sunday Evenings  
 5.15 pm - 5.45pm  

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings 
9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am 
 

Devotions: 

 Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour  
 Tuesday: after morning Mass   
 Wednesday: 6:30pm before 7:00pm Mass      
 

 Veneration of  the Holy Face of  Jesus:  

 Tuesday: 7.30pm - 8.30pm   

 Divine Mercy Devotions  
 4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm,  3.00pm - Holy Mass                                                                                            
 

Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of  the month  
 

 

Reconciliation:   
 Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am                                                           
 Sat   - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm (or by appointment) 

Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)  
 

Sick Calls:  9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time                     

 

             

 
  

WEEKEND MASSES: WEEKDAY MASSES: 

Saturday:   6:00pm Vigil 
   

Monday: 9:15am 

Sunday:   7:30am Tuesday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

   9:00am Wednesday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

 10:30am Thursday: 9:00am 

   6:00pm Friday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

    Saturday: 8:30am 

21st  
march  

2021 



 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Give me justice, O God, 
and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 
for you, O God, are my strength. 
 

FIRST READING                           Jer 31:31-34 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will 
make a new covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Ju-
dah, but not a covenant like the one I made with their ancestors on 
the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so I had to show them who 
was master. It is the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will 
make with the House of Israel when those days arrive – it is the Lord 
who speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on their 
hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my people. There 
will be no further need for neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or 
brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ No, they will all 
know me, the least no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who 
speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity and never call their sin to 
mind. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
 
 

 (R.) Create a clean heart in me, O God.  
 

 

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt. 

and cleanse me from my sin. (R.) 

2. A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 

nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.) 

3. Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 
that I may teach transgressors your ways 

and sinners may return to you. (R.)  
 

SECOND READING                          Heb 5:7-9 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews  

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud 
and in silent tears, to the one who had the power to save him out of 
death, and he submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard. Alt-
hough he was Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but having 
been made perfect, he became for all who obey him the source of 
eternal salvation. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God         

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; 
and where I am, my servant will also be. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

GOSPEL                                                                           Jn 12:20-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Gali-
lee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ 
Philip went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to 
tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them: ‘Now the hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you most solemnly, unless a wheat 
grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but 
if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his life loses it; 
anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life. 

If a man serves me, he must follow me, wherever I am, my servant 
will be there too. If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. 
Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father, save me from this 
hour? But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name!’ A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glori-
fied it, and I will glorify it again.’ People standing by, who heard this, 
said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking 
to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this voice came, 
but for yours. ‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; now the 
prince of this world is to be overthrown. And when I am lifted up from 
the earth, I shall draw all men to myself.’ By these words he indicated 
the kind of death he would die. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Amen, Amen I say to you: Unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains a single grain. 
But if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
 

MEDITATION: 

How can suffering and death bring life and free-
dom? Jesus used the illustration of the "grain of 
wheat" to show how God brings life from death 
and good fruit through patience and suffering. 
Seeds by themselves are worthless and lifeless. 
Only when the seed is destroyed by burying it in 
the ground, can it rise to new life and bear fruit. 
What is the analogy which Jesus alludes to in 
the image of the grain of wheat that must first 

die in order to rise to new life and bear good fruit? Is this simply a 
veiled reference to his own impending death on the cross and to his 
resurrection? Or does Jesus have another kind of "death and rebirth" 
in mind for his disciples as well? Jesus, no doubt, had both meanings 
in mind. Jesus' obedience and death on the cross obtain for us free-
dom and new life in the Holy Spirit. His cross frees us from the tyran-
ny of sin and death and shows us the way of perfect love and readi-
ness to lay down our lives in sacrificial service for the good of others. 
Lord Jesus, let me be wheat sown in the earth, to be harvested for 
you. I want to follow wherever you lead me. Give me fresh hope and 
joy in serving you all the days of my life. 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

 

PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the LORD  
SATURDAY (27 March) - 6:00pm - Vigil 
SUNDAY  (28 March) - 7:30am, 9:00am,10:30am &  6:00pm  
(Blessings of palms and olive  branches at all Masses) 
 
MONDAY (29

 
March)  -    9:15am 

 

TUESDAY (30
 
March)  -    9:00am & 7:00pm  

WEDNESDAY (31
 
March) -  9:00am {no 7:00pm Mass} 

 
Thursday of Holy Week (01

 
April) - No Morning Mass 

Thursday of the LORD’S SUPPER  -  7:00pm 
 
Friday of the PASSION of the LORD – Good Friday (02 April) 
Stations of the Cross -  10:00am 
Celebration of the Passion of the Lord  -   3:00pm 
 
Holy Saturday (03 April )- No Morning Mass 
The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  (03 April)  7:00pm  
 
EASTER SUNDAY of the RESURRECTION of the LORD 
(04 April)  - 7:30am, 9:00am, 10.30am & 6:00pm Masses  

PALMS BRANCHES FOR PALM SUNDAY 
 

We are seeking donations of palms branches for our 
procession and blessing for Palm Sunday– 28 March.  
  

Deliveries of palms to be left in the foyer of the church on 
Friday 26 March & Saturday 27 March. Thank you 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

  Tony Ostojic 

  Shelly Barnes 

  Teresa Saad 

  Christopher  Oldham 

 Simon Khoury 

  Sonia & Pierre Abi–Rached 

  Therese Nicolas 

 Luca Jerkovic 

   Susan Pace 

  Branko Soric 

  Gloria Lavitoria  

 Jocelyn Santos                           

 Joanna Essey 

 Rose Abdo 

 Giovanna Prestipino 

 Ireneo Vicencio 

 Alice Said 

 Diab Baysari 

 Mario & Tereza Cutajar 

 Mary Essey 

 Katrina & Maria Smith 

 Carolina Morante 

 Alex Habis 

 Ramona Sassine 

 Laura Anisse 

 John Bartolo 

 Bob Sinclair 

 Barbara Hanna 

 Anthony Hanna 

 Carlos Rivanar 

    NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
    28 MARCH 2021 

 

PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION of the LORD-YEAR B  

Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6 - 11; Mk 14:1—15:47 

 

     YOUTH GROUP @ SMM 
Pauline Junior 
Our youth group for Primary School Students. It meets on the 
2nd and 4th Friday of the month starting at 5:15pm ending just 
before the evening mass.  
Next Meeting: 26th March: will include a short talk about a 
saint, and bible based activities.  

Pauline Teen 
Our youth group for High School Students. It meets on the 2nd 
and 4th Friday of the month after 7pm evening Mass. All wel-
come.  
Next Meeting: 26th March:  
 

Young Adults  
A new youth group for young adults aged 18-30. 
The first meeting will be on Friday 19th March after 
the 7pm Mass, everyone is most welcome to come, 
join and form this new youth group in our Parish. It 
will then meet every 1st and 3rd Friday of the 
Month. 

Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so 

that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and 

graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted to 

the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up of 

Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for this 

place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through whom 

we make this prayer.  Amen 

             

                 SUPPORT 
 
We request our generous Parishioners, if possible to kindly con-
tinue to financially support our Parish by contributing towards 
their Planned giving, Sunday Collections or donations to the 
Church. 
Payment options are: 
Cash (Parish Office during office hours) 
Credit Card (Parish Office during office hours) 
Cheques payable to: 

St Margaret Mary’s Parish –Merrylands 
 PO Box 757, Merrylands   NSW    2160 

Direct Debit:  BSB: 067 950 
  Account Number: 00438 
  Account Name: Merrylands Catholic Church 
(Please specify details of your contribution i.e. Envelope 
Number or First Collection or Second Collection). 

Thank you and God Bless You.  

1st Friday adoration will commence from 8:30pm 
- midnight 

Every Friday (except 1st Friday of the month)  
Alliance of 2 Hearts  

will hosts the Adoration Service 
after 7:00pm Mass until 10:00pm                                  

All are welcome 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
THURSDAYS 9:30am to 2:30pm 

 
The Lord invites us to take some time out of our busy 
lives to spend some time with Him in quiet adoration, 
prayer and reflection. If you can spare 1/2 hour or 
more, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed after morning Mass 
every Thursday until 2.30pm.  
                       ALL ARE WELCOME 

SCRIPTURE STUDY—THURSDAY EVENINGS 
You are invited to experience the joy of “the Word of 
God” in a weekly discussion/study meeting at 7pm at 
St. Margaret Mary’s Pastoral Centre. 

Topic - Lent 

For further queries, contact Gwen on 9632 9097. 

Children’s Rosary Night In Our Parish  
St Margaret Mary’s will be holding a children’s Rosary night 
every Wednesday at 6:00pm .  
It’s a great opportunity for the children to come 

together, pray the rosary and offer their intentions. 
For further enquiries please contact  

 Layal Makhlouf on: 0404905480  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY - FOLLOWING 9am Morning Mass  
FRIDAY - FOLLOWING 7pm Evening Mass  

FRIDAYS IN LENT  
 

 Rosary –  6.:30pm 
 Holy Mass-7:00pm   
 Stations of the Cross -7:30pm following 7pm Mass 
 

 

LENTEN  MORNING DEVOTIONS  
FOLLOWING ALL MORNING MASS (excluding Wednesday) 

 

During the period of Lent, all are invited to join in our special Lenten devo-
tions after the morning Mass. We will be reciting the chaplet of Divine 
Mercy and the Litany of the Most Precious Blood of  Christ.       

 

PARISH LENTEN RETREAT 2021 
In partnership with Legion of Mary, Our Lady of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament Praesidium St Margaret Mary's Parish and Live Christ 

Share Christ Movement, Australia, we invite you to a 
Parish Lenten Retreat on Saturday, 27th March 
2021, 9:40am - 1:40pm at the Parish Hall.  
This is a FREE retreat and lunch is provided. 
To register email antonioshaber@gmail.com or  
contact the Parish Office. 

   2ND RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
Wednesday 24 March 2021 

after 7:00pm MASS 
 

 

The 2nd rite of Reconciliation will be held on 24 
March after 7:00pm Mass in preparation for 
Easter.   
We will commence with community Prayers to 
prepare for reconciliation, followed by the oppor-
tunity for individual confessions.   
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