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ST .  MARGARET  MARY ’S  PARISH  
MERRYLANDS  

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

PARISH OFFICE:  
1-5 Chetwynd Rd,  
MERRYLANDS  NSW 2160  
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands. 
Tuesday - Friday:   9:30am - 3:30pm 
 

Phone: 9637 2526    9637 2014 
Fax:     9637 2442 
Email:  parish@stmm.org.au 
Website: stmm.org.au 
 
 

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS: 
Secretary:  Denise Fernandes 
 

 

Finance Committee: TBA 
 
 

Parish Council: 

 Chair:  Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE 

 Secretary: TBA 
 
Fundraising Committee:  

 Mike Jacobson -  0438 590 136  

 

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached 
 
 

Music : Kerry van der Linden  -  0406 973 350 
 
 

Sacraments: Fr Joseph Maria Buckley 
 

Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082 
 

Readers: Gwen D’Silva 

 

Youth group: 
Pauline Teen: Fr Joseph / Rita Jacobson 
 

Legion of Mary: Merwyn D’Souza – 0478 109 569   
 

Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170 
 

St Vincent de Paul: 88619757 

 

 

Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit 
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are  renowned 

Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland. 
 

 
 

               Parish Priest 
                  Fr Janusz Pawlicha  

 

                    Assistant Priest 

                   Fr Joseph Maria Buckley  

 

                            

 

 
 

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’  
monthly intention: AUGUST 
Intention for Evangelization - The Church  
Let us pray for the Church, that She may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and 
strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 

First Friday: 

11am:  Maltese Mass 
7.00pm:  Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition  
 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:  
 Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9.30 am-2.30pm 
 4th Sunday of  the month:   1.00pm - 1.30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions 
 1st Friday of the month: approx. 8.30pm– midnight 
 

Vespers– Sunday Evenings  
 5.15 pm - 5.45pm  

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings 
9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am 
 

Devotions: 

 Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour  
 Tuesday: after morning Mass   
 Wednesday: 6:30pm before 7:00pm Mass      
 

 Veneration of  the Holy Face of  Jesus:  

 Tuesday: 7.30pm - 8.30pm   

 Divine Mercy Devotions  
 4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm,  3.00pm - Holy Mass                                                                                            
 

Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of  the month  
 

 

Reconciliation:   
 Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am                                                           
 Sat   - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm (or by appointment) 

Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)  
 

Sick Calls:  9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time                     

 

             

 
  

WEEKEND MASSES: WEEKDAY MASSES: 

Saturday:   6:00pm Vigil 
   

Monday: 9:15am 

Sunday:    9:00am Tuesday: 9:00am   

  10:30am Wednesday: 9:00am   

  Thursday: 9:00am 

    Friday: 9:00am   

    Saturday: 8:30am 

 22 August 2021 



 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; 
save the servant who trusts in you, my God. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 
 

FIRST READING                 Jos 24:1 - 2, 15 - 18 

A reading from the book of Joshua  

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; then he 
called the elders, leaders, judges and scribes of Israel, and they pre-
sented themselves before God. Then Joshua said to all the people: 
‘If you will not serve the Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve, 
whether the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River, or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you are now living. As for me and 
my House, we will serve the Lord.’ The people answered, ‘We have 
no intention of deserting the Lord and serving other gods! Was it not 
the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors out of the land of 
Egypt, the house of slavery, who worked those great wonders before 
our eyes and preserved us all along the way we travelled and among 
all the peoples through whom we journeyed. We too will serve the 
Lord, for he is our God.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
 

 (R.)  Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.  

 

1. I will bless the Lord at all times,  
his praise always on my lips;  
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.  
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)  

2. The Lord turns his face against the wicked  
to destroy their remembrance from the earth. 
The Lord turns his eyes to the just  
and his ears to their appeal. (R.)  

3. They call and the Lord hears  
and rescues them in all their distress.  
The Lord is close to the broken-hearted;  
those whose spirit is crushed he will save. (R.)  

4. Many are the trials of the just man  
but from them all the Lord will rescue him.  
He will keep guard over all his bones,  
not one of his bones shall be broken. (R.) 

5. Evil brings death to the wicked;  
those who hate the good are doomed.  
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants.  
Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. (R.) 
 

SECOND READING                       Eph 5:21 - 32 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians  

Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives should regard 
their husbands as they regard the Lord, since as Christ is head of the 
Church and saves the whole body, so is a husband the head of his 
wife; and as the Church submits to Christ, so should wives to their 
husbands, in everything. Husbands should love their wives just as 
Christ loved the Church and sacrificed himself for her to make her 
holy. He made her clean by washing her in water with a form of 
words, so that when he took her to himself she would be glorious, 
with no speck or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and faultless. 
In the same way, husbands must love their wives as they love their 
own bodies; for a man to love his wife is for him to love himself. A 
man never hates his own body, but he feeds it and looks after it; and 
that is the way Christ treats the Church, because it is his body – and 
we are its living parts. For this reason, a man must leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one 
body. This mystery has many implications; but I am saying it applies 
to Christ and the Church. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: 
you have the words of everlasting life. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL                                                                            Jn 6:60 - 69 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus said, ‘This is 
intolerable language. How could anyone accept it?’ Jesus was aware 
that his followers were complaining about it and said, ‘Does this up-
set you? What if you should see the Son of Man ascend to where he 
was before? ‘It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to 
offer. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. ‘But 
there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the 
outset those who did not believe, and who it was that would betray 
him. He went on, ‘This is why I told you that no one could come to me 
unless the Father allows him.’ After this, many of his disciples left him 
and stopped going with him. Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What 
about you, do you want to go away too?’ Simon Peter answered, 
‘Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and 
we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
has eternal life, says the Lord, 
and I will raise him up on the last day. 

 
MEDITATION: 
Jesus claimed to be the bread of heaven, the very life of God given 
to us as spiritual food to sustain us on our journey to our promised 
homeland with the Father in heaven. Jesus did not leave any middle 
ground for his hearers. They must either accept his word as divine or 
reject it as the claim of an imposter. Even the apostles admitted that 
this was a "hard saying". This expression meant that it was not just 
hard to understand, but hard to accept. Jesus pressed the issue with 
his beloved disciples because he wanted to test their faith and loyalty 
to him as the Holy One sent from the Father in heaven. Jesus prom-
ised his disciples nothing less than the full blessing of eternal life and 
union with God. Jesus assures his disciples that it is his heavenly 
Father who gives the invitation and the grace to believe and follow 
even in the "hard sayings". Jesus knew that some would not only 
reject him and his word, but would do so with violence fueled by ha-
tred, envy, and even betrayal by one of his own disciples.             
Lord Jesus, you have the words of everlasting life. Help me to cast 
aside all doubt and fear so that I may freely embrace your word with 
complete trust and joy. I surrender all to you. Be the Lord of my life 
and the Ruler of my heart. May there be nothing which hinders me 
from trusting in your love and following your will. 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

NOVENA IN HONOUR  OF  
OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA 

20 AUGUST - 28 AUGUST  
 

The Feast of Our Lady of Czestochowa will be cele-
brated on Sunday 29th August 2021. The Pauline Fathers are the 
official custodians of this icon. Throughout history, the icon of Our 
Lady of Czestochowa has been a source of  inspiration and courage 
to many; including Polish leaders of the army and royalty  She has 
helped them to achieve miraculous victories & feats, against all odds.  

 

NOVENA 
O Holy Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, we believe in your 
triumphant Assumption into heaven where angels and saints ac-
claim you as Queen. Through  your Holy Icon, O Our Lady of 
Mercy, flow healing and wholeness in abundance to all who draw 
near to it in faith and love. 
Queen of Mercy, we turn to you for protection, listen to our pray-
ers and help us in our needs. Do not cease to shine before the 
pilgrim people of God as a sign of sure hope and consolation. We 
entrust to you all troubled families, the innocent and unborn chil-
dren, the elderly with no one to help them, and all who are alone 
and without hope. Guide and sustain us, O Virgin Mary, on our 
journey of faith so that we might always live as true sons and 
daughters of the Church and obtain for us the grace of eternal 
salvation. 
Enable all to meet Christ, the light of the World and its only Sav-
iour, The Way, the Truth and the Life, who reigns with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 
Hail Mary ….  X 3 
 

We fly to thy patronage, O holy Mother of God; despise not our 
petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from all dan-
gers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

  Tony Ostojic 

  Shelly Barnes 

  Teresa Saad 

  Christopher  Oldham 

 Simon Khoury 

  Sonia & Pierre Abi–Rached 

  Therese Nicolas 

 Luca Jerkovic 

   Susan Pace 

  Branko Soric 

  Gloria Lavitoria  

 Jocelyn Santos                           

 Joanna Essey 

 Rose Abdo 

 Giovanna Prestipino 

 Ireneo Vicencio 

 Alice Said 

 Diab Baysari 

 Mario & Tereza Cutajar 

 Mary Essey 

 Katrina & Maria Smith 

 Carolina Morante 

 Alex Habis 

 Ramona Sassine 

 Laura Anisse 

 John Bartolo 

 Bob Sinclair 

 Barbara Hanna 

 Anthony Hanna 

 Carlos Rivanar 

 Josephine Hanna 

 Leonardo Pedavoli 

 Smiljana Milina 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
    29 AUGUST 2021 

 

 SOLEMNITY OF OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA 
 

Is 2:1 - 5; Gal 4: 4 - 7; Jn 2: 2 - 11 

Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so 

that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and 

graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted to 

the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up of 

Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for this 

place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through whom 

we make this prayer.  Amen 

RCIA PROGRAM 
 

 

RCIA is an ongoing Apostolate in this Parish. The RCIA 
Apostolate consists of a dedicated team of volunteers who 
have received instructions to guide anyone who wishes to 
join the Catholic Church through weekly preparations clas-
ses and regular Mass attendance. 

If you know of anyone who wishes to enter the Catholic Faith, who 
has been baptised in another Faith or unbaptised and wishes to 
complete the Sacraments of Initiation in the Catholic Church; Please 
see our Priests after Mass during the weekends or contact the RCIA 
Coordinator Peter Carroll on 0414 070 082 or the Parish Office. 

SCRIPTURE STUDY WILL RESUME 
WHEN LOCKDOWN ENDS  

You are invited to experience the joy of “the Word of 
God” in a weekly discussion/study meeting on Thurs-
days at 7pm at St. Margaret Mary’s Pastoral Centre. 

For further queries, contact Gwen on 9632 9097. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021 
 
 
 

 
With the lockdown in Sydney now extended till end of Au-
gust, Sacrament of First Holy Communion is currently 
postponed until further notice. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 
Please collect your respective planned giving 
envelopes box from the church foyer once the 
Church Building re-opens. 
St Margaret Mary’s Parish truly appreciates your 
utmost generosity and continuous support which 
will help go Above and Beyond. Thank you. 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mother Mary  
 during the coronavirus pandemic  

O Mary, you always shine on our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain,                

 keeping your faith firm. 
You, Salvation of all People, know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide so that,   
                   as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy 

 and to feasting after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows to lead us, 

 through the cross, 
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Moth-
er of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who 
are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O 
glorious and blessed Virgin. 

St. Margaret Mary’s Parish 
 Live Streaming Mass Timings 

 
Our Parish is live streaming Masses daily as 
per following schedule:  
 Sunday  - 09:00am & 10:30am  
 Monday  - 09:15am 
 Tuesday - 09:00am 
 Wednesday - 09:00am  
 Thursday - 09:00am 
 Friday  - 09:00am 
 Saturday - 08:30am & 06:00pm  
 
Kindly follow 3 simple steps: 
Visit our parish website: stmm.org.au 
Go to Home page 
Click on Live Streamed Mass on YouTube 

 
 
 
 
+ The best vitamin for a Christian is B1  
+ No Jesus - no peace, Know Jesus - know peace!  
+ Seven days without prayer makes one weak  
+ Try our Sundays. They are better than Baskin-Robbins.  
+ If you're headed in the wrong direction, God allows U-turns.  
+  You can give without loving but you cannot love without giving.  
+  Never give the devil a ride. He will always want to drive  
+  Have trouble sleeping? We have sermons -- come hear one!  
+ An ad for a Church has a picture of two hands holding stone 
tablets on which the Ten Commandments are inscribed and a 
headline that reads, "For fast, fast, fast relief, take two tablets.  
+  Come work for the Lord. The work is hard, hours are long & pay                                                 
is low. But the retirement benefits are out of this world.  

24 AUGUST 2021 

Feast of  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiNw6fSoK7iAhUN63MBHasyCuEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstritaharahan.com%2Fparish-prayer&psig=AOvVaw1dP7XwDSkWyYlAi8ExvwSI&ust=1558584079588485
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6FezbQbHtu-MSyWUSnaAcA/live
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip3_j4ppziAhWS7HMBHe5IBK0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffunmag.uk%2F7-funny-church-jokes-christian-humor-thats-safe-for-church%2F&psig=AOvVaw0GFtbYVw9PjQEDlRidN7EX&ust=155796

