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M E RRYL AN DS
Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are renowned
Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland.

Parish Priest
Fr Janusz Pawlicha
Assistant Priest
Fr Joseph Maria Buckley

PARISH INFORMATION

26TH
December
2021

PARISH OFFICE:

1-5 Chetwynd Rd,
MERRYLANDS NSW 2160
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands.
Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am - 3:30pm
Phone: 9637 2526 9637 2014
Fax: 9637 2442
Email: parish@stmm.org.au
Website: stmm.org.au

WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday:
Sunday:

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS:
Secretary: Denise Fernandes
Finance Committee: TBA

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached
Music : Kerry van der Linden
Sacraments: Fr Joseph Maria Buckley
Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082
Readers: Gwen D’Silva
Youth group:
Pauline Teen: Fr Joseph / Rita Jacobson
Legion of Mary: Merwyn D’Souza – 0478 109 569
Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170
St Vincent de Paul: 88619757

0414 268 603
*General Painting
* Wallpaper
* All repairs: Timber, gyprock, render & tiles (prior to painting)
www.gebranpainting.com.au

6:00pm Vigil

Monday: 9:15am

7:30am

Tuesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

9:00am

Wednesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

10:30am

Parish Council:
 Chair: Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE
 Secretary: TBA
Fundraising Committee:

Mike Jacobson - 0438 590 136

WEEKDAY MASSES:

6:00pm

Thursday: 9:00am
Friday: 9:00am & 7:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’
monthly intention: DECEMBER
Intention for evangelization - Catechists

Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

First Friday:

11;00am: Maltese Mass
07:00pm: Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:

Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9:30 am - 2:30pm
4th Sunday of the month: 1:00pm - 1:30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions
1st Friday of the month: approx. 8:30pm– midnight

Vespers– Sunday Evenings
5:15 pm - 5:45pm

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings
9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am

Devotions:


Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Tuesday: after morning Mass
Wednesday: 6:30pm before 7:00pm Mass
 Veneration of the Holy Face of Jesus:
Tuesday: 7:30pm - 8:30pm
 Divine Mercy Devotions
4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm, 3.00pm - Holy Mass
Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month

Reconciliation:

Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am
Sat - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm (or by appointment)
Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)

Sick Calls: 9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time

Please remember to
switch off your mobile phone

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

The shepherds went in haste,
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.

FIRST READING

1Sm 1:20-22. 24-28

A reading from the first book of Samuel

GOSPEL

Lk 2: 41 - 52

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast
of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up for the
feast as usual. When they were on their way home after the feast,
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They assumed he was with the caravan, and it was only after a
day’s journey that they went to look for him among their relations and
acquaintances. When they failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. Three days later, they found him
in the Temple, sitting among the doctors, listening to them, and asking them questions; and all those who heard him were astounded at
his intelligence and his replies. They were overcome when they saw
him, and his mother said to him, ‘My child, why have you done this to
us? See how worried your father and I have been, looking for you.’
‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I
must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not understand
what he meant. He then went down with them and came to Nazareth
and lived under their authority. His mother stored up all these things
in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour
with God and men.

Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son, and called him Samuel
‘since’ she said ‘I asked the Lord for him.’ When a year had gone by,
the husband Elkanah went up again with all his family to offer the
annual sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfil his vow. Hannah, however,
did not go up, having said to her husband, ‘Not before the child is
weaned. Then I will bring him and present him before the Lord and
he shall stay there for ever.’ When she had weaned him, she took
him up with her together with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour
and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the temple of the Lord at
Shiloh; and the child was with them. They slaughtered the bull, and
the child’s mother came to Eli. She said, ‘If you please, my lord. As
you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you, pray- The Gospel of the Lord.
ing to the Lord. This is the child I prayed for, and the Lord granted me Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
what I asked him. Now I make him over to the Lord for the whole of
his life. He is made over to the Lord.’ There she left him, for the Lord.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
MEDITATION
(R.) How happy they who dwell in your house, O How cans families grow together in mutual love, harmony, and care
for one another? When God made a covenant with his people, he
Lord.
I.

How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord, God of hosts.
My soul is longing and yearning,
is yearning for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my soul ring out their joy
to God, the living God. (R.)

2.

They are happy, who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.
They are happy, whose strength is in you;
they walk with ever growing strength. (R.)

3.

O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer,
gave ear, O God of Jacob.
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield,
look on the face of your anointed. (R.)

SECOND READING

1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24

A reading from the first letter of St John
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by letting us be
called God’s children; and that is what we are. Because the world
refused to acknowledge him, therefore it does not acknowledge us.
My dear people, we are already the children of God but what we are
to be in the future has not yet been revealed, all we know is, that
when it is revealed we shall be like him because we shall see him as
he really is. My dear people, if we cannot be condemned by our own
conscience, we need not be afraid in God’s presence, and whatever
we ask him, we shall receive, because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants. His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we love
one another as he told us to. Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him. We know that he lives in us by the
Spirit that he has given us.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
and the fullness of his message live within you.
Alleluia!

taught them his way of love:
While Jesus identified himself as Son of the eternal Father in heaven,
he, nonetheless, submitted himself with love and obedience to Mary
and Joseph. Like all godly parents, Mary and Joseph raised their son
in the fear (Godly respect) and wisdom of God. Luke tells us that
Jesus grew as a man in wisdom, stature, and favor with God and with
the people of Nazareth, his home town. He remained at Nazareth
until the age of 30 when he was baptized by John at the River Jordan
and anointed by the Spirit for his mission as the Messiah and Saviour
of the world. (Thirty was the traditional age when a Jewish man could
become a rabbi who taught and formed disciples in the knowledge
and wisdom of God's word.) Do you seek to love and serve your family and to pursue peace and harmony in your home, neighborhood,
and community? The Lord Jesus came to show us the way to our
Father's house and family in heaven. Listen to his word and obey him
and you will find great peace, joy, and favor in serving him now and
forever.
Lord Jesus, you came to restore us to peace and
friendship with the Father in heaven. Where there
is division, bring healing and restoration. Where
there is strife bring peace and forgiveness. May
all families and nations on the earth find peace,
harmony, and unity in you, the Prince of Peace
and Saviour of the world.

THANKSGIVING
FRIDAY - 31 DECEMBER 2021
after 9:00am & 7:00pm Mass
All are welcome to join our parishioners for a special devotion
following the 9:00am & 7:00pm Mass as thanksgiving for all the
blessings received during 2021.
There will be exposition of the Blessed sacrament, thanksgiving
prayers & Rosary.

FEAST OF THE WEEK
27 December - Monday
Saint John, Apostle, Evangelist
(Blessing of Wine)
28 December - Tuesday
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

PRAYER REQUESTS
 Tony Ostojic
 Shelly Barnes
 Teresa Saad
 Christopher Oldham
 Simon Khoury
 Sonia & Pierre Abi–Rached
 Therese Nicolas
 Nikola Jerkovic
 Susan Pace
 Branko Soric
 Gloria Lavitoria
 Jocelyn Santos
 Joanna Essey

 Giovanna Prestipino
 Ireneo Vicencio
 Alice Said
 Diab Baysari
 Mario & Tereza Cutajar
 Mary Essey
 Katrina & Maria Smith
 Carolina Morante
 Alex Habis
 Ramona Sassine
 Laura Anisse
 John Bartolo
 Bob Sinclair

 Barbara Hanna
 Anthony Hanna
 Carlos Rivanar
 Josephine Hanna
 Leonardo Pedavoli
 Smiljana Milina
 Roneth Jaro
 Jayden Jong
 Reuben Dias

"Baby Jesus, when you dream,
do you see world redeemed
And planet free from hate & war
Where need & hunger are no more

01st January 2022
NEW YEAR MASS AT 9:00am & 12:00 NOON
The Church puts the feast of this solemnity on the first day of the
New Year to emphasize the importance of Mary’s role in the life
of Christ and of the Church.
We commemorate the various saints on different days of the
year, but Mary is the most prominent of them all.
She has a special role and mission given to her by God. As Mother of our Redeemer and of the redeemed, she reigns as Queen at
the side of Christ the King.

Baby Jesus, through your birth
Help us to renew the earth
Find our Innocence again
And share your peace with all Amen"
Blessings in the Hearts of
Jesus & Mary

SUPPORT

We request our generous Parishioners, if possible to kindly continue to financially support our Parish by contributing towards
their Planned giving, Sunday Collections or donations to the
Church.

Payment options are:
QUEST Tap to Donate (3 devices inside the Church)
Cash (Parish Office during office hours)
Credit Card (Parish Office during office hours)
Cheques payable to:
St Margaret Mary’s Parish –Merrylands
PO Box 757, Merrylands NSW 2160

Direct Debit: BSB: 067 950
Account Number: 00438
Account Name: Merrylands Catholic Church

(Please specify details of your contribution i.e. Envelope
Number or First Collection or Second Collection).
Christmas is a joyous time when we come
together as a parish family to celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ. Our parish relies on
the generosity of our faith community to
sustain our liturgical, sacramental, pastoral
and charitable ministries and we are ever
grateful for your support. Please consider
giving a Christmas Offertory gift via parracatholic.org/christmas-offertory

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
02 JANUARY 2022
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - YEAR C
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3,5-6; Mt 2:1-12
Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so
that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and
graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted to
the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up of
Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for this
place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through whom
we make this prayer. Amen

01ST – 31ST
JANUARY 2022









09:15 am - Monday
09:00 am - Tuesday to Friday
08:30 am - Saturday
NO Evening Weekday Masses
Weekend Masses as usual
06:00 pm - Saturday (Vigil)
07:30 am, 09:00am, 10:30am - Sunday
06:00 pm - Sunday

ALL DEVOTIONS, ADORATIONS & EVENING MASSES
WILL RESUME ON 1ST FEBRUARY 2022

SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION RESUMES

On 20 March 2020 Catholics from the Diocese of Parramatta were dispensed from their Sunday Mass obligation
until further notice (Canon 1248 §2 and Catechism 2181)
by virtue of a Decree issued by Bishop Vincent Long Van
Nguyen OFM Conv.
From 15 December 2021 this Decree is now revoked and
the Sunday obligation is now imposed once again given
that public health orders no longer require adherence to
density limits in our church buildings.

THE EPIPHANY
BLESSING
20 C + M + B 22
(Marking Homes with Blessed Chalk for the New Year)

On Sunday, 02 January 2022, we will be celebrating the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. We rejoice that the light of Christ
has come into our world.
Today, we invite families to take home a piece of this chalk to
mark the front door of your homes as a blessing for the New
Year.
Kindly ensure one pack per family is taken. Thank you

