
ST .  MARGARET  MARY ’S  PARISH  
MERRYLANDS  

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

PARISH OFFICE:  
1-5 Chetwynd Rd,  
MERRYLANDS  NSW 2160  
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands. 
Tuesday - Friday:   9:30am - 3:30pm 
 

Phone: 9637 2526    9637 2014 
Fax:     9637 2442 
Email:  parish@stmm.org.au 
Website: stmm.org.au 
 
 

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS: 
Secretary:  Denise Fernandes 
 

 

Finance Committee: TBA 
 
 

Parish Council: 

 Chair:  Gwen D’Silva 
     Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE 

 Secretary: Monique Kairouz 
 
Fundraising Committee:  

 Mike Jacobson -  0438 590 136  

 

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached 
 
 

Music : Kerry van der Linden   
 
 

Sacraments: TBA 
 

Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082 
 

Readers: Gwen D’Silva 

 

Youth group: 
Pauline Junior / Teen: TBA 
 

Legion of Mary: John Donaldson – 0422 656 991   
 

Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170 
 

St Vincent de Paul: 88619757 

 

 

Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit 
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are  renowned 

Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland. 
 

 
 

               Parish Priest 
                  Fr Janusz Pawlicha  

 

                    Assistant Priest 

                   Fr Jeremy Santoso  

 

                            

 

 
 

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’  
monthly intention: FEBRUARY 
For parishes  
We pray that parishes, placing communion at the centre, may increasingly become 
communities of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in need. 

First Friday: 

11;00am:  Maltese Mass 
07:00pm:  Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition  
 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:  
 Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9:30 am - 2:30pm 
 4th Sunday of  the month:   1:00pm - 1:30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions 
 1st Friday of the month: approx. 8:30pm– midnight 
 

Vespers– Sunday Evenings  
 5:15 pm - 5:45pm  

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings 
9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am 
 

Devotions: 

 Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Succour)  
 Wednesday: after morning Mass     
 Wednesday: 6:00pm before 7:00pm Mass (Marian Movement Cenacle)    
 

 Veneration of  the Holy Face of  Jesus:  

 Tuesday: 7:30pm - 8:30pm   

 Divine Mercy Devotions  
 4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm,  3.00pm - Holy Mass                                                                                            
 

Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of  the month  
 

 

Reconciliation:   
 Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am                                                           
 Sat   - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm  

Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)  

Sick Calls:  9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time      

 

    

 
  

WEEKEND MASSES: WEEKDAY MASSES: 

Saturday:   6:00pm Vigil 
   

Monday: 9:15am 

Sunday:    7:30am Tuesday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

    9:00am Wednesday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

  10:30am Thursday: 9:00am 

    6:00pm Friday: 9:00am  & 7:00pm 

    Saturday: 8:30am 

(Year A) 

 

19th   

February  

2023 



 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
When he calls on me, I will answer him; 
I will deliver him and give him glory, 
I will grant him length of days. 

 

FIRST READING        Gen 2:7-9; 3:1-7 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he breathed 
into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man became a living being. 
The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, and 
there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God caused to 
spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at and good 
to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil in the middle of the garden. The serpent was the most subtle of 
all the wild beasts that the Lord God had made. It asked the woman, 
‘Did God really say you were not to eat from any of the trees in the 
garden?’ The woman answered the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of 
the trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the 
garden God said, “You must not eat it, nor touch it, under pain of 
death”.’ Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! 
God knows in fact that on the day you eat it your eyes will be opened 
and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.’ The woman saw 
that the tree was good to eat and pleasing to the eye, and that it was 
desirable for the knowledge that it could give. So she took some of its 
fruit and ate it. She gave some also to her husband who was with 
her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened and 
they realised that they were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves togeth-
er to make themselves loin-cloths.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
 
 

 (R.) Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.  
 

 

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.  
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.) 

2. My offences truly I know them;  
my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. (R.) 

3. A pure heart create for me, O God,  
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.) 

4. Give me again the joy of your help;  
with a spirit of fervour sustain me. 
O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall declare your praise. (R.) 

 
SECOND READING                            Rom 5:12, 17-19  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  

 

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and 
thus death has spread through the whole human race because eve-
ryone has sinned. If it is certain that death reigned over everyone as 
the consequence of one man’s fall, it is even more certain that one 
man, Jesus Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives 
the free gift that he does not deserve, of being made righteous. 
Again, as one man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the 
good act of one man brings everyone life and makes them justified. 
As by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one 
man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God  

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

No one lives on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

 

GOSPEL                                                   Mt 4:1 - 11           

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, after which he was 
very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the 
Son of God, tell these stones to turn into loaves.’ But he replied, 
‘Scripture says: Man does not live on bread alone but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’ The devil then took him to the 
holy city and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you 
are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down; for scripture says: 
He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will support you on 
their hands in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Scripture also says: You must not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘I will give you all 
these’, he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then Jesus 
replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says: You must worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him alone.’ Then the devil left him, and angels 
appeared and looked after him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. 

 

MEDITATION:  

Jesus was tempted like us and he overcame sin not 
by his own human effort but by the grace and strength 
which his Father gave to him. He had to renounce his 
will for the will of his Father. He succeeded because 
he wanted to please his Father and he trusted that his 
Father would give him the strength to overcome the 
obstacles that stood in the way. Luke says that Jesus 

was "full of the Holy Spirit" (Luke 4:1). When tempted by the devil 
Jesus did not try to fight his adversary on his own human strength. 
He relied on the power which the Spirit gave him. Jesus came to 
overthrow the evil one who held us captive to sin and fear of death 
(Hebrews 2:14). His obedience to his Father's will and his willingness 
to embrace the cross reversed the curse of Adam's disobedience. 
His victory over sin and death won for us not only pardon for our sins 
but adoption as sons and daughters of God. How can we overcome 
sin and gain freedom over our unruly desires and the lies of Satan 
and the world? The Lord Jesus gives us his Holy Spirit to help us in 
our weakness (Romans 8:26) and to be our guide and consoler in 
temptation and testing (1 Corinthians 10:13). The Lord gives grace to 
the humble who acknowledge their dependence on him (James 4:6) 
and he helps us to stand against the lies and attacks of our enemy, 
Satan, who seeks to destroy us (1 Peter 5:8-10; Ephesians 6:10-18). 
The Lord Jesus is ever ready to pour out his Spirit upon us that we 
may have the strength and courage we need to resist sin and to re-
ject the lies and deceits of Satan. God wants us to "fight the good 
fight of the faith" (1 Timothy 6:12) with the power and strength which 
comes from the Holy Spirit. Do you rely on the Lord for your strength 
and help? 
Lord Jesus, your word is life and joy for me. Fill me with your 
Holy Spirit that I may have the strength and courage to embrace 
your will in all things and to renounce whatever is contrary to it. 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

Please remember to 
switch off your mobile phone 

 

 7 WAYS TO HAVE A GOOD LENT 
Lent is a penitential season of prayer, self-denial 
and helping others. This Lent do your best. 
Strive to root our sin and cultivate holiness. Let it 
be a lesson in humility that drives you back to 
the grace of God flowing from the pierced heart 
of Jesus - for that is the true heart of Lent. 
1. Have a plan   2. Pray 
3. Give alms   4. Fast 
5. Examine yourself  6. Confess your sins 
7. Read a good spiritual book 

 

      PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 Reuben Dias 

 Leonardo Pedavoli 

  Shelly Barnes 

  Robbie Barnes 

  Therese Nicolas 

   Hermie Alves 

  Fr. Gabriel Taylor 

  Doreen Callagja 

  Rita Figredo 

  Roxane Recto-Cavanagh 

  Chau Tran Chon Chau Maria 

 Salam Awkar 

 Leila Rouhana 

 Charles Zammit 
 
  

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 05 MARCH 2023 

 
Second Sunday of Lent (Year A)  

           Gen 12:1 - 4; 2Tim 1:8 - 10; Mt 17:1 - 9 

Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so 

that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and 

graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted to 

the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up of 

Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for this 

place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through whom 

we make this prayer.  Amen 

             

                    SUPPORT 
We request our generous Parishioners, if possible to kindly con-
tinue to financially support our Parish by contributing towards 
their Planned giving, Sunday Collections or donations to the 
Church. 
Payment options are: 
QUEST Tap to Donate (3 devices inside the Church)  
Cash (Parish Office during office hours) 
Credit Card (Parish Office during office hours) 
Cheques payable to: 

St Margaret Mary’s Parish –Merrylands 
 PO Box 757, Merrylands   NSW    2160 

Direct Debit:  BSB: 067 950 
  Account Number: 00438 
  Account Name: Merrylands Catholic Church 
(Please specify details of your contribution i.e. Envelope 
Number or First Collection or Second Collection). 

26 FEBRUARY 2023 
1:00 – 1:30pm  Silent Adoration   
1:30 – 3:00pm   Devotions  
3:00 pm  Special Holy Mass 

All are welcome to come and pray with us. 

STMM PIETY CORNER SHOP 
We request our Parishioners to support our Parish Piety 
Corner Shop with their generous purchase of a variety of 
available products. These items are perfect for your own  
personal needs or as a treasured gift to share with others. 
Purchases may be done from the Parish Office as well 
during working hours. Thank you. 

DEVOTIONAL RELIGIOUS CANDLES   
A variety of devotional candles are being sold at the Parish Piety 

Corner Shop. We request our Parishioners to support 
our Parish with their generous purchase. These     
candles are perfect for your own personal devotion or 
as a treasured gift to share with others. 

  Small candle $5 each (burns upto 70 hours) 
Large candle $10 each (burns upto 7days) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
THURSDAYS 9:30am to 2:30pm 

The Lord invites us to take some time out of our busy 
lives to spend some time with Him in quiet adoration, 
prayer and reflection. If you can spare 1/2 hour or 
more, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed after     
morning Mass every Thursday until 2:30pm.   

ALL ARE WELCOME 

SCRIPTURE STUDY  
You are invited to experience the joy of “the Word of 
God” in a weekly Lenten discussion on Thursdays at 
7:00pm at St. Margaret Mary’s Pastoral Centre.  

For further queries, contact Gwen on 9632 9097 

 
 

 

TUESDAY - following 9:00am Mass  
FRIDAY - following  7:00pm Mass  

 
FRIDAYS IN LENT  

 

 Rosary-  6.:30pm 
 Holy Mass - 7:00pm   
 Stations of the Cross - 7:30pm following 7pm Mass 
 

LENTEN  MORNING DEVOTIONS  
Following All Morning Mass (excluding Tuesday & Wednesday) 

 

During the period of Lent, all are invited to join in our special Lenten     
devotions after the morning Mass. We will be reciting the chaplet of    
Divine Mercy and the Litany of the Most Precious Blood of Christ.       

 

Project Compassion is Caritas Australia’s main 
fundraising campaign. It mobilises Australians to 
raise much-needed funds to help alleviate poverty, 
promote justice and uphold dignity in the most 

marginalised communities in the world. 
This message invites us to step up for those who do not have the 
essential resources they need for their survival and those whose 
needs at this time are fare beyond ours. By putting compassion 
into action, we can make a difference today For All Future      
Generations, the theme of Project Compassion 2023.  
Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or a set of  
donation envelopes and support Caritas Australia this Lenten 
season. 
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, or by 
visiting www.caritas.org.au/roject-compassion or phoning 
1800 024 413. 

ON 03 MARCH 2023  
 (ALLIANCE OF THE TWO HEARTS) 

 MASS AT 7:00PM 
Please join us in responding to 'OUR BLESSED MOTHER'S  
APPEAL for PRAYER & REPARATION for WORLD PEACE & 
the SANCTITY of FAMILY LIFE'. 
Followed by Adoration, Scriptural Rosaries & Nine Office of 
the SACRED HEART of JESUS, until Midnight.  

"IN THE END, MY IMMACULATE HEART WILL TRIUMPH" 
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