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Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are renowned
Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasna Gora, Poland.

Parish Priest
Fr Janusz Pawlicha
Assistant Priest
Fr Joseph Maria Buckley

PARISH INFORMATION

28 november 2021

PARISH OFFICE:

1-5 Chetwynd Rd,
MERRYLANDS NSW 2160
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands.
Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am - 3:30pm
Phone: 9637 2526 9637 2014
Fax: 9637 2442
Email: parish@stmm.org.au
Website: stmm.org.au

WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday:
Sunday:

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS:
Secretary: Denise Fernandes
Finance Committee: TBA

Catechists: Sonia Abi-Rached
Music : Kerry van der Linden
Sacraments: Fr Joseph Maria Buckley
Acolytes / RCIA : Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082
Readers: Gwen D’Silva
Youth group:
Pauline Teen: Fr Joseph / Rita Jacobson
Legion of Mary: Merwyn D’Souza – 0478 109 569
Playgroup: Nicole Gadd – 0402 350 170
St Vincent de Paul: 88619757

0414 268 603
*General Painting
* Wallpaper
* All repairs: Timber, gyprock, render & tiles (prior to painting)
www.gebranpainting.com.au

6:00pm Vigil

Monday: 9:15am

7:30am

Tuesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

9:00am

Wednesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

10:30am

Parish Council:
 Chair: Fr Janusz Pawlicha, OSPPE
 Secretary: TBA
Fundraising Committee:

Mike Jacobson - 0438 590 136

WEEKDAY MASSES:

6:00pm

Thursday: 9:00am
Friday: 9:00am & 7:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am

Prayer: Holy Father-Pope Francis’
monthly intention: NOVEMBER

Universal Intention - People who suffer from depression

We pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-out will find support and a light that
opens them up to life.

First Friday:

11;00am: Maltese Mass
07:00pm: Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament:

Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9:30 am - 2:30pm
4th Sunday of the month: 1:00pm - 1:30pm– Divine Mercy Devotions
1st Friday of the month: approx. 8:30pm– midnight

Vespers– Sunday Evenings
5:15 pm - 5:45pm

RCIA sessions– Sunday mornings
9am Mass followed by Session 10 am –11am

Devotions:


Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Tuesday: after morning Mass
Wednesday: 6:30pm before 7:00pm Mass
 Veneration of the Holy Face of Jesus:
Tuesday: 7:30pm - 8:30pm
 Divine Mercy Devotions
4th Sunday of the month: 1.00pm - 3.00pm, 3.00pm - Holy Mass
Baptisms: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month

Reconciliation:

Tues - Fri 8.30 - 8.55am
Sat - 9am - 9.30am and 4.30pm-5.30pm (or by appointment)
Marriages: By appointment only (6 months required)

Sick Calls: 9637 2526– option 3 or 0412 625 187 - any time

Please remember to
switch off your mobile phone

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

The Lord will bestow his bounty,
and our earth shall yield its increase

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.
In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me;
and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

MEDITATION

FIRST READING

Jer 33:14 – 16

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I am
going to fulfil the promise I made to the House of Israel and the
House of Judah: ‘In those days and at that time, I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David, who shall practise honesty and integrity
in the land. In those days Judah shall be saved and Israel shall dwell
in confidence. And this is the name the city will be called: The Lordour-integrity.’
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
(R.) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
1.

Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)
The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

3.

His ways are faithfulness and love
for those who keep his covenant and will.
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him;
to them he reveals his covenant. (R.)

SECOND READING

1Thes 3:12 - 4:2

A reading from first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and make you love
one another and the whole human race as much as we love you. And
may he so confirm your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
in the sight of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus Christ comes
with all his saints. Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to you in
the Lord Jesus to make more and more progress in the kind of life
that you are meant to live: the life that God wants, as you learnt from
us, and as you are already living it. You have not forgotten the instructions we gave you on the authority of the Lord Jesus.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!

Lk 21: 25 - 28, 34 - 36

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the sun and moon
and stars; on earth nations in agony, bewildered by the clamour of
the ocean and its waves; men dying of fear as they await what menaces the world, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. And then
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory. When these things begin to take place, stand erect, hold your
heads high, because your liberation is near at hand. ‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will come down on every living man on the
face of the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to
survive all that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence before the Son of Man.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

Many churches in the East and West, since the early first centuries of
the Christian era, have marked special seasons to celebrate the central truths of the Christian faith. The Advent season which precedes
Christmas and Epiphany reminds us that we are a pilgrim people,
aliens and exiles in this age who long for our true home with God in
his heavenly kingdom, and who await with joyful hope the return of
the Lord Jesus at the end of the age. When will the Lord Jesus come
again? No one but the Father in heaven knows the day. But it is a
certain fact that we are living in the end times, the
close of this present age! The end times begin with
the first coming of Jesus Christ (his Incarnation
which we celebrate at Christmas and Epiphany) and
culminates in his final return on the Day of Judgment.
Lord Jesus, may I never lose sight of the signs of
your presence in my life and the signs of your
action in the world today. Free me from spiritual
dullness, indifference, and every distraction that
would keep me from you. May I never tire of listening to your word, seeking you in prayer, and
longing for your return in glory.
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2.

GOSPEL

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

1:00 – 1:30pm Silent Adoration
1:30 – 3:00pm Devotions
3:00 pm
Special Holy Mass
All are welcome to come and pray with us.
NSW Government has shifted density limits from 1 person per 4 sqm to 1 person per 2 sqms. Places of worship can have all people attend regardless of vaccination
status. As restrictions are further relaxed, please continue
to observe the requirements of our Safety Plan for places
of worship. This includes ensuring that:
• people are wearing face masks;
• 1.5m physical distancing is maintained where possible;
• people are recording their attendance;
• parishes are keeping records of attendance;
• choir members must not exceed 10 fully vaccinated persons;
• hygiene measures continue to take place.
Please also be reminded that the COVID-19 Safety Plans for places of
worship also require that you have strategies in place to manage congestion and to avoid any sort of gatherings after the religious service. These
include strategies after major religious services like weddings, funerals,
confirmations, baptisms, et cetera. Social gatherings are not allowed as
per the COVID-19 Safety Plan. These congestion management strategies are especially important as we are allowing all to attend our churches, including those who may be more vulnerable.
We have received further advice from NSW Health that there are some
exceptions to the rule in relation to weddings and funerals which were not
previously clarified. According to the new information sent to us, “the
number of unvaccinated at a funeral or wedding is the lower number
allowed based on the venue type OR the activity type”. This means that a
wedding or funeral will have capped numbers if there are people who are
not fully vaccinated in attendance even when held inside a place of worship. The following will apply:
Weddings:
• If all attending are fully vaccinated: Weddings in the church are permitted capped only by the 2sqm rule.
• If there are attendees who are not fully vaccinated: 5 guests can attend.
This does not include the couple getting married, the priest celebrating
the wedding, two witnesses and a camera operator recording the ceremony. This means a total of 11 people can be present.
Funerals:
• If all attending are fully vaccinated: Funerals in the church are permitted
capped only by the 2sqm rule.
• If there are attendees who are not fully vaccinated: a 10-person limit will
apply if people who are not fully vaccinated are in attendance. This does
not include the priest and funeral company representatives.
Parishioners are NOT required to book to attend Mass as it will go by “a
first come, first serve basis”, therefore we will only allow the first 300
people to enter the church for each of our Mass services.
We are grateful for the understanding of our parishioners. Being a
COVID-Safe Parish is a co-operative effort by all members of the parish
community. This brings about responsibilities such as having a safety
plan we need to adhere to.

PRAYER REQUESTS
 Tony Ostojic
 Shelly Barnes
 Teresa Saad
 Christopher Oldham
 Simon Khoury
 Sonia & Pierre Abi–Rached
 Therese Nicolas
 Nikola Jerkovic
 Susan Pace
 Branko Soric
 Gloria Lavitoria
 Jocelyn Santos
 Joanna Essey

 Giovanna Prestipino
 Ireneo Vicencio
 Alice Said
 Diab Baysari
 Mario & Tereza Cutajar
 Mary Essey
 Katrina & Maria Smith
 Carolina Morante
 Alex Habis
 Ramona Sassine
 Laura Anisse
 John Bartolo
 Bob Sinclair

 Barbara Hanna
 Anthony Hanna
 Carlos Rivanar
 Josephine Hanna
 Leonardo Pedavoli
 Smiljana Milina
 Roneth Jaro
 Jayden Jong
 Reuben Dias

ALLIANCE OF THE TWO HEARTS

Please join us in responding to 'Our Blessed Mother’s
Appeal for Prayer & Reparation for World Peace &
the Sanctity of Family Life'.
Every First Friday of the month after 7pm
Mass, Scriptural Rosaries, Stations of the Cross, Adoration,
& Nine Office of the Sacred Heart of Jesus until Midnight.
Every Friday (except 1st Friday of the month) the Adoration Service will commence after 7:00pm Mass until 10:00pm
"IN THE END, MY IMMACULATE HEART WILL TRIUMPH"

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
THURSDAYS 9:30am to 2:30pm

The Lord invites us to take some time out of our
busy lives to spend some time with Him in quiet
adoration, prayer and reflection. If you can spare
1/2 hour or more, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed after morning Mass every Thursday until
2.30pm. ALL ARE WELCOME

SUPPORT

We request our generous Parishioners, if possible to kindly continue to financially support our Parish by contributing towards
their Planned giving, Sunday Collections or donations to the
Church.

Payment options are:
QUEST Tap to Donate (3 devices inside the Church)
Cash (Parish Office during office hours)
Credit Card (Parish Office during office hours)
Cheques payable to:
St Margaret Mary’s Parish –Merrylands
PO Box 757, Merrylands NSW 2160

Direct Debit: BSB: 067 950
Account Number: 00438
Account Name: Merrylands Catholic Church

(Please specify details of your contribution i.e. Envelope
Number or First Collection or Second Collection).

Children’s Rosary Night In Our Parish

St Margaret Mary’s will be holding a children’s Rosary
night every Tuesday at 6:00pm.
It’s a great opportunity for the children to come together, pray the rosary and offer their intentions.
For further enquiries please contact
Layal Makhlouf @ 0404905480

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
05 DECEMBER 2021
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR C
Bar 5: 1 - 9; Phil 1: 4 - 6, 8 - 11; Lk 3: 1 - 6

Father, pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so
that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table and
graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be devoted to
the service of our brothers and sisters and the building up of
Your Kingdom. May our parish community truly be, for this
place and time, the Body of Christ Your Son, through whom
we make this prayer. Amen

ADVENT
AT OUR PARISH

Everyday after Morning Mass
As we joyfully await the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ, all are invited to
join in spiritual Advent preparations
following morning Masses every day .
This includes Exposition of the Blessed sacrament, Advent
prayer, one decade of the Rosary for our Parish Community
and five minutes of private adoration.

2ND RITE OF RECONCILIATION
Tuesday 07 DECEMBER 2021
After 7:00pm Mass
The 2nd rite of Reconciliation will be held at St Margaret Mary’s
parish on Tuesday, 07th December following the 7pm Mass.
There will be community prayers to prepare for
reconciliation, followed by the opportunity for
individual confessions.
We are encouraged to take advantage of this
great opportunity to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation as we prepare for Christmas
and avoid the Christmas week Confession
rush.

CHRISTMAS & DEVOTIONAL
RELIGIOUS CANDLES

A variety of devotional candles and Christmas candles are
being sold at the Parish. We request our Parishioners to
support our Parish with their generous purchase. These
candles are perfect for your own personal devotion or as a
treasured gift to share with others.
Small candle $5 each (burns upto 70 hours)
Large candle $10 each (burns upto 7days)
Kindly contact the Parish Office during
working hours for purchase of candles or
further details. Thank you.

PARRAMATTA CATHOLIC FOUNDATION
BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL

SATURDAY 27TH & SUNDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2021
This Christmas, will you help homeless women and children?
“Your kind donation today will help CatholicCare’s Houses to Homes
change the lives of homeless young women, who like Mary, seek a
safe haven to raise their newborn child.” Bishop Vincent

Please give generously to the Bishop’s Christmas Appeal:
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
Thank you again for your help raising funds to support vulnerable
young pregnant women who are facing hardship, abuse and
homelessness – so that they and their children can face the future with hope, safety and security.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2021

Sacrament of First Holy Communion program is divided into two
groups taught by Fr. Joseph Maria Buckley & assisted by
Monique Kairouz.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAM:
All preparation sessions held on MONDAYS or WEDNESDAYS at
6:00pm.
Session 4: 29 NOVEMBER or 01 DECEMBER 2021
Venue: Inside the Church.
Sunday- 05 December 2021 at 12:30pm
Sunday- 12 December 2021 at 12:30pm
With the limitations of people allowed inside the Church, the
First Holy Communion Mass will be RESERVED ONLY for
the Communicants, their immediate families and their extended families members.

