Holystic Counselling
Sandra Pazzona
Mobile: O413 493 267
Email: Holysticcounselling@outlook.com

Professional, Experienced &

Compassionate Funeral Directors

CURTAINS BY TANYA

Family business specialising in all custom made Curtains &
Blinds Including:
f Swags, Tails, Drapes, Pelmets, Box Pleat Curtains, Bed Spreads,
Shutters, Holland Blinds, Roman Blinds, Timber Blinds, Roller
Blinds, Vertical Blinds & Elegance Blinds
Made to Measure.
Call us today for a FREE measure & quote!
0415 829 715
We will beat any legitimate written quote *Conditions Apply

LICENSED FLUMBER DRAINER

GASFITTER

E. MAGRI PLUMBING SERVICES r1.
STEPHEN MAGRI

Licence ™o L 11T0X

Mobile: 0412 926 185

ABN E3 111 970 024

e.magriplumbingi@ bigpond.com FPh/Fax:(02) 96025 3353

ACCOUNTANTS

ZIMA BUSINESS AND TAXATION CONSULTANTS

CONTACT US JauN
e TAX RETURNS 0412 343 829

e FINANCIAL REPORTS

e BOOKKEEPING

- STP

* QUARTERLY BAS & PAYG

Free - initial business consultation

PZiMa

Zikar and Mary Mattar
admin@zimabtc.com.au
www.zimabtc.com.au

70 Hilltop Rd, MERRYLANDS

) 0
/john@gebran

04714 268 603

* General Painting
* Walipaper
* All repairs: Timber, gyprock, render & tiles (prior to painting)

www.gebranpainting.com.au

Piano Lessons In Merrylands

Always wished you could learn the piano?
Well now you can!
Whether you are young or old, a beginner or an experienced performer,
keen to play for leisure or train for the A.M.E.B. or H.S.C. examinations,
your opportunity is just a phone call away.

Praveeniis a qualified music teacher (A.T.C.L.), with over 30 years’ experience,

offering one-on-one tutoring at an affordable rate.

Please call Praveeni on 0406 355 311 or 9760 0734.

DON'T MISS OUT!

B Grace 4 Kids

- Early Learning Centre

Family owned and run childcare centre
e Healthy meals prepared daily
e Quality care and education
e Friendly educators
e 0-5 year olds
3 Grace Cres, Merrylands
€, 02 9788 2845 | graced4kids.com.au

FREE QUOTES - CALL TODAY!

TOM KHAWLY
0488816 702 © @ X
infodalphasecuritycorp.com.au ALPHA

www.alphasecuritycorp.com.au
SECURITY CORP

e Alarms
e Alarm Monitoring
e All Electrical Services

< Audio Visual PEACE OF MIND
g IS OUR PRIORITY

e Home Automation
e [ntercom & Access Control
e 24 hour service

M/L No: 000104619
Electrical Lic No: 337185C

www.HupFatt.com.au

206 Merrylands Road,
Merrylands 2160

02 9637 2888

0421 118 882
| theng@hupfatt.com.au

the meat company

Snetegrty, Sveerals
L & L&

Chris & Rhonda Malone are here to assist you
when you need it most with over 35 years
of experience in funerals across Sydney.
Catering for all nationalities and customs,
with a sincere respect in the community.
The utmost in attention is always important
for your loved one at a difficult time.

We can also provide pre-paid services for your
peace of mind & a no-obligation quote.

67B Brenan Street, Smithfield NSW 2164
Ph (02) 9727 0400
integfnl@bigpond.net.au

ST. MARGARET MARY S PARISH

MERRYLANDS

Our Parish is under the Pastoral Care of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit
(known as the Pauline Fathers) who for more than 630 years are renowned
Custodians of the Miraculous Icon of Our Lady of Jasha Gora, Poland.

Parish Priest
Fr. Wojciech Sliwa

Assistant Priest
Fr. Jeremy Santoso

Ordo Sancti Pauli Primi Eremitae

PARISH OFFICE:
1-5 Chetwynd Rd, Merrylands NSW 2160
Postal Address: PO Box 757, Merrylands.
Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am - 3:30pm
Phone: 9637 2526 9637 2014

Fax: 96372442 [
Email: parish@stmm.org.au Ay
Website: stmm.org.au ;

PARISH GROUPS CO-ORDINATORS:

Parish Pastoral Council:

¢ Chair: Fr. Wojciech Sliwa & Belinda Tippetts
+ Secretary: Rita Jacobson
parishcouncil@stmm.org.au

Finance Committee:

¢ Chair: Tony Bougoide

¢ Secretary: Priscilla Newman
financecommittee@stmm.org.au

Fundraising Committee:
+ Mike Jacobson - 0438 590 136

Sacraments:
+ Monique Kairouz
sacraments(@stmm.org.au

Acolytes / RCIA
+ Peter Carroll - 0414 070 082

Safeguarding Officer:
¢ Alexandra Azzi
safeguarding@stmm.org.au

Catechists:
¢ Sonia Abi-Rached

Music:
+ Kerry van der Linden

Readers:
¢ Suzanne Mifsud
lectors@stmm.org.au

Scripture Study:
¢+ Gwen D’Silva

YoOUuUTH GROUP:
¢  Fr. Jeremy Santoso
Pauline Junior/Teen: Rita Elbayeh/Rita Jacobson

Legion of Mary:
¢ Merwyn D’Souza — 0478 109 569

Playgroup:
+ Kathy-lynn Azzi — 0416 225 815

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Yean B U Januowwy 2024

WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday: 6:00pm Vigil

“Repent and believe the good news”

WEEKDAY MASSES:
Monday: 9:15am

Sunday: 7:30am Tuesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

9:00am Wednesday: 9:00am & 7:00pm
10:30am Thursday: 9:00am
6:00pm Friday: 9:00am & 7:00pm

Saturday: 8:30am

PRAYER: HoLY FATHER-POPE FRANCIS
MONTHLY INTENTION: JANUARY =y
For the gift of diversity in the Church 4
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit helps us recognize the gift of different charisms
within the Christian community, and to discover the richness of different ritual _ ¢
traditions in the heart of the Catholic Church. ’
FIRST FRIDAY:
11;00am: Maltese Mass
06:30pm: Confession
07:00pm: Holy Mass, Stations of the Cross followed by Exposition
ADORATION OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT:

Thursdays-Eucharistic Adoration: 9:30am - 2:30pm

4™ Sunday of the month: 1:00pm - 1:30pm— Divine Mercy Devotions

1* Friday of the month: approx. 8:30pm— midnight
VESPERS— SUNDAY EVENINGS 5:15pm - 5:45pm
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) SESSIONS— SUNDAY MORNINGS
9:00am Mass followed by session 10:00am - 11:00am
DEVOTIONS:
¢ Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Succour)

Wednesday: after morning Mass

Wednesday: 6:00pm before 7:00pm Mass (Marian Movement Cenacle)

=

¢ Veneration of the Holy Face of Jesus:
Tuesday: 7:30pm - 8:30pm

¢ Divine Mercy Devotions
4™ Sunday of the month: 1:00pm - 3:00pm, 3:00pm - Holy Mass

BAPTISMS: 1* & 3™ Sundays of the month
RECONCILIATION: Tues - Fri 8:30 - 8:55am

Sat 8:30am - 9:30am and 4:30pm - 5:30pm ﬂ
MARRIAGES: By appointment only (6 months required)

& Like uson
Facebook

S1CK CALLS: 9637 2526— option 3 - any time



mailto:sacraments@stmm.org.au
mailto:sacraments@stmm.org.au

s, Please remember to
@);,,,,, switch off your mobile phone

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

O sing a new song to the Lord;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.

In his presence are majesty and splendour,
strength and honour in his holy place.

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Jonah

The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!” he said ‘Go to
Nineveh, the great city, and preach to them as I told you to.” Jonah
set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the Lord.
Now Nineveh was a city great beyond compare: it took three days to
cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a day’s journey. He
preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is
going to be destroyed.” And the people of Nineveh believed in God;
they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the
least. God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour. And
God relented: he did not inflict on them the disaster which he had
threatened.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Jonah 3:1-5. 10

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
(R.) Teach me your ways, O Lord.

1. Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)

2. Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

3. The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers, our time is growing short. Those who have wives should
live as though they had none, and those who mourn should live as
though they had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying life
should live as though there were nothing to laugh about; those
whose life is buying things should live as though they had nothing of
their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not
become engrossed in it. I say this because the world as we know it is
passing away.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

The kingdom of God is near:
believe the Good News!
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

Mark 1:14-20

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he
proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The time has come’ he said
‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the
Good News.” As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw

Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net in the lake — for they
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make
you into fishers of men.” And at once they left their nets and
followed him. Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee
and his brother John; they too were in their boat, mending their nets.
He called them at once and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat
with the men he employed, they went after him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Look toward the Lord and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.

MEDITATION

When Jesus preached the gospel message he called

others to follow as his disciples and he gave them a

mission - "to catch people for the kingdom of God."

What kind of disciples did he choose? Smelly

fishermen! In the choice of the first apostles we see a
characteristic feature of Jesus' work: he chose very ordinary people.
They were non-professionals, had no wealth or position. They were
chosen from the common people who did ordinary things, had no
special education, and no social advantages. Jesus wanted ordinary
people who could take an assignment and do it extraordinarily well.
He chose these individuals, not for what they were, but for what they
would be capable of becoming under his direction and power. When
the Lord calls us to serve, we must not think we have nothing to
offer. The Lord takes what ordinary people, like us, can offer and
uses it for greatness in his kingdom. Do you believe that God wants
to work in and through you for his glory? Jesus speaks the same
message to us today: we will "catch people" for the kingdom of God
if we allow the light of Jesus Christ to shine through us. God wants
others to see the light of Christ in us in the way we live, speak, and
witness the joy of the gospel. Do you witness to those around you
the joy of the Gospel and do you pray for your neighbors,
co-workers, and relatives that they may come to know the Lord
Jesus Christ and grow in the knowledge of his love?
Lord Jesus, you have called me personally by name, just as you
called your first disciples, Simon, Andrew, James, and John. Help
me to believe your word and follow you faithfully. Fill me with the
joy of the gospel that your light may shine through me to many
others.

AT ST. MARGARET MARY’S PARISH
Every 3rd Sunday of the Month, (21 January 2024) there
will be a Children’s Liturgy during the 10:30am Mass.

- Al children are welcome to attend.

Childrers ]_iturgg "
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4777 Feast Day of St Paul the First Hermit
¥4 SUNDAY - 21 JANUARY 2024
¢ Solemn Mass at 10:30am (special blessings for

children & blessings of dates & apricots.
P ¢ Special 3rd collection at all Masses to support
f*rﬂl‘ 'Seminaria'ns of the Order of St Paul the First Hermit
4G % in Australia and overseas.
@jj ¢ Parish Morning tea after 10:30am Mass

d2'€C (Most welcome to bring a plate to share)

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS

28 JANUARY 2024
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)

SPEAK TO ME L

N

2OIR R
Deut 18:15-20; 1Cor 7:32-35; Mk 1:21-28 D

OUR Father, through the intercession of St. Margaret Mary,
pour out Your Spirit upon the people of this parish so
PARISH that inspired by Your word, nourished at Your table
PRAYER and graced by Your empowering love, our lives may be
devoted to the service of our brothers and sisters and
(4 the building up of Your Kingdom. May our parish
community truly be, for this place and time, the Body
of Christ Your Son, through whom we make this
prayer. Amen.

PRAYER TO
ST MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL

protection against the wickedness and snares of the
devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do
Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the Power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who roam through the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen

As we gather with family and friends to celebrate
Australia Day on Friday, 26 January 2024; let us
remember to take a moment to pause and be
thankful for the many blessings & cultures that our
God has given to our land and its people; and to be
grateful especially for the gift of peace and freedom
of Religion.

PRAYER TO MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS

PATRONESS OF AUSTRALIA

Almighty God, deepen in our hearts our love of Mary Help of
Christians. Through her prayers and under her protection, may
the light of Christ shine over our land. May Australia be granted
harmony, justice and peace. Grant wisdom to our leaders and
integrity to our citizens. Bless especially the men and women of
the Australian Defence Forces and their families. We ask this
through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Mary Help of Christians, pray for us.

B 2= JANUARY 2024

¢ 09:15am - Monday

¢ 09:00am - Tuesday to Friday (NO Evening Weekday Masses)
¢ 08:30am - Saturday

¢ 06:00pm - Saturday (Vigil)

¢

A

07:30am, 09:00am, 10:30am , 06:00pm - Sunday
LL DEVOTIONS & EVENING MASSES WILL RESUME
ON 15T FEBRUARY 2024

REVISED RECONCILIATION & MASS TIMINGS
(effective 01 February 2024)

RECONCILIATION:
TUESDAY - SATURDAY MORNINGS: 8:30am - 8:55am
TUESDAY & FRIDAY EVENINGS: 6:30pm - 6:55pm
SATURDAY EVENING: 4:30pm - 5:30pm
Mass:
FRIDAY MORNING: after 9:00am Mass, Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and Novena to St. Margaret Mary.
SATURDAY MORNING: 9:00am

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
THURSDAYS 9:30am to 2:30pm

The Lord invites us to take some time out of our busy
lives to spend some time with Him in quiet adoration,
prayer and reflection. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed after
morning Mass every Thursday until 2:30pm. ALL ARE WELCOME

Adoretion ¢
dte l“"}"ﬂ
/

.

Bessed Sarament!

Y

RCIA PROGRAM i
RCIA is an ongoing Apostolate in this Parish. The RCIA @
Apostolate consists of a dedicated team of volunteers who ¥
have received instructions to guide anyone who wishes to
join the Catholic Church through weekly preparations
classes and regular Mass attendance.
If you know of anyone who wishes to enter the Catholic Faith, who
has been baptised in another Faith or unbaptised and wishes to
complete the Sacraments of Initiation in the Catholic Church; Please
see our Priests after Mass during the weekends or contact the RCIA
Coordinator Peter Carroll on 0414 070 082 or the Parish Office.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

¢ Reuben Dias 4 Rita Figredo 4 Marcelina Domingo
4 Shelly Bames 4 Chau Tran Chon Chau Maria 4 Jacqueline Parr
4 Robbie Bames 4 Salam Awkar 4 Cheryl Fortini

4 Leila Rouhana
4 Charles Zammit
4 David O'Connor

4 Therese Nicolas 4 Margaret Falzon

¢ Hermie Alves

T POUET f

4 Mary Callag;
ary eleda TAUer

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS -~

First Collection (Priests)
Account: Order of St. Paul The First Hermit Merrylands
BSB: 062 202 Account Number: 10869892
Second Collection (Parish)

Account: Merrylands Catholic Church

BSB: 067 950 Account Number: 00438

Last weekend First Collection was $2386.65
Last weekend Second Collection was $3446.75
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. God bless.

;;,};3'63‘&3&3 Thank you Stephen Smith for your loving
5% Aot -7;}} devotion to provide our Parish with your beautiful
5 OF THANKS v, music over the past many years. We have truly
QN “wy! been blessed with your musical

“‘i“j})&gl‘%? ability and we want you to know

PR how much we appreciate your
time and talent. You have helped make our
church a very special place of worship. Wishing
you all the very best in your future endeavours. o

YOUTH GROUP @ SMM

Pauline Junior (Next Meeting: 09 February)
Our youth group for Primary School Students. It meets on the
2"& 4™ Friday of the month starting at 5:30pm to 6:30pm.
Pauline Teen (Next Meeting: 09 February)

Our youth %roup for High School Students. It meets on

the 2"& 4" Friday of the month starting at 7:30pm to y'7
9:00pm. } 4
For further information please contact Fr. Jeremy at #* N
Jeremy.Santoso@parracatholic.org

Youth Group

= STMM PIETY SHOP

We request our Parishioners to support our Parish
Piety Corner Shop with their generous purchase.

A variety of religious products and Piety Shop gift
cards are available for purchase.

Purchases may be done from the Parish Office as
well during working hours.

St.
Margaret
Mary's

CHURCH GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

Volunteers needed to clean church grounds & car
park area once every fortnight for at least 3 hours.
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All children are encouraged to take a copy of The

Kid’s Bulletin. (on the table outside the Church).
sona A great resource to educate our Catholic kids to
M % learn about their faith every week.
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Please leave your details at the Parish Office.
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For safety and safeguarding reasons, we kindly request 0

all parents / carers to ensure to accompany their children Child'

to the toilets and the play area in the school premises at !

all times. EMF IﬂmY
Thank you for your cooperation.

Table Tennis social nights

Every Tuesday evening, in the Pastoral Centre from
approx 7:30 pm after the evening Mass.

All are welcome.
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